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and us back to this. We are capable of any error
either in practice or in doctrine unless we keep along
this great central line of faith. He does not deny the
presence of their faith; He deplores its poverty. It
is not bread but barrenness, not hunger but half-
heartedness that Christ is concerned about. It may
be the last things we imagine ourselves likely to be
infected by would be the doctrine of the Sadducees,
those two constantly reappearing poles of thought and
outlook. Many a man plumes himself of being free
from what to-day are called “New Theology” and
“Catholics” tendencies, whom the Master nevertheless
addresses by the name of Little-faith. The constant
danger of that excellent quality moderation is, that
it is apt to be so fearful of turning to the right or
left that it ceases to go forward. Surely the Lord’s
point was this, that the central flaw which results in
deflection on the one hand into the Pharisee, and on
the other hand into the Sadducee, is little-faith. The
reason seems obvious. Liftle-faith’s trouble is that
he does not move on. Everyone who learns skating
or cycling knows that the simplest way to avoid trou-
ble is to go staight ahead. John Bunyan says of Little-
faith that disaster came from not going forward.
Little-faith sits in Deadman’s-lane, and being robbed
of his ready-money has to go through life’s pilgrimage
as a pauper. That is the plight of Little-faith still.
There is plenty of bread, but he fears starvation.
There is danger of heresy, and he has not the wit to
see where he is slipping into it. The worst hetero-
doxy we have to dread is to fail Christ in His hour
of need. So misunderstanding of the Master must be
add'ed to the other defects of Little-faith.
V. 3

Lastly, in xvii. 20, the Revised Text restores the
word. Here again we will not dwell on the story,
though we shall return to it. It tells of a time when
the Master was on the mountain top, and the disciples
experienced one of the great humiliations of their min-
i*'cy—when they were helpless to cast out a devil,
thtugh a distressed parent pleaded and a critical crowd
Cha?lenged them to do so. Théy came to the Lord
aftér He had converted the rout into a victory, and
said. “Why could not we cast it out?” The Master:
reptied. “Because of your little faith.” Anyone but
Chnst would have been weary with reminding them

" this stone of stumbling. If your repeated failures

re pressing you, as you ponder this word and its
ancestry, if you begin to suspect that Little-faith is
one of your own names, if the ministry you have toiled
at seems to show nothing in return, if your Bible-class
hears the lesson week by week and appears to respond
so little, if the soul culture which perhaps you have
feverished maintained is yielding hut little in the free-
dom of the Spirit of God, then I beseech you put away
your failures to-day,0 Little-faith, and let the Master
point out to you the way of conquest.

For there is nothing in all this world that can take
the place of Christ as the very centre and heart of
Splntual success. - Little-faith’s troubles is that it
Will not audaciously abandon itself to Christ, will not
burn its boats, as we say. It did once in Peter’s case,
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and then wished it had not; There il '
or heroic about Little-faith. It is m-mi
blooded.: It sits still instead of walking or
Let us, then, rise to a fuller apprehension of
may come from Christ to us, if we will put a
little-faith, and grasp the Lord, who is the
invitation to faith that this world has ever se
Life of Faith.

*

GREAT BECAUSE FIRST GOOD.

A story told of Gerhardt, a German lhoM
illustrates the fact that he who is faithful ov
things will become the ruler over many.

One day he was watching his flock, wh{dl
ing in a valley on the border of a forest,
came out of the woods, and asked: "How
the next village?”

“Six miles, sir,” answered the boy
is only a sheep track and very easily m

The hunter looked at the crooked
“My lad, I am very hungry and
my companion and missed my way.
and show me the road. I will pay

“I cannot leave my sheep, sir,’
“They wili stray into the woods
the wolves or stolen by the robl

“Well, what of that?” que

be much to your master, and
you have earned in a whole
“I cannot go, sir,” rejoined
“My master pays me for my
with his sheep. If I were to 8
not belong to me, aan the s
would be the same as if I htd 8
1,” said the hunter, “wi
with*me while you go to the v
food, drink, and a guide? I
you. ”
The boy shook his head.
not know your voice, and"-
“And what? Can't you
dishonest man?” asked the h
" “Sir,” said the boy, “you
my trust, to make me break !
How do I know that you wou
*The hunter laugher, for
fairly cornered him. He said

you are a good, faithful Ilﬂy
Show me the road, and I will
self.”
Gerhardt then offered the
the hungry man, who, coarse
Presently his attendant ¢
to his surprise, found that th
Duke who owned all the
The Duke was so pleased
that he sent for him shortly
educated. In after years G
powerful man, but he remained
dying day—-Selectcd. R
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ONE DOLLAR A YEAR IN ADVANCE

A CHOSEN INSTRUMENT.

Horace Bushnell says that when God prepares a
hammer it will not be made of silk, which is another
way of saying that the instrument will be adapted to
the work to be accomplished, He who tempers the wind
to the shorn lamb harmonizes all of His work. If
there is any reformation to be accomplished it will take
a man of iron, hence the sweet voiced but iron handed
lad of Eufrut is chosen for the rugged task. There was
a myriad-sided man needed to pioneer the gospel among
people, hence the brilliant young man from Tarsus was
chosen. The dark continent must be opened to Christ-
ianity, and David Lijvingstone, the hardy, plodding,
faithful, devout Scotchman was anointed and thrust
forth for the arduous task. How many heart breaks
would be avoided if people would only take time enough
to consider God works in harmony with the temp-
erment of the worker. Butchers hardly ever write
poetry and preachers would make poor policemen.
What one could do easily would crush another. There
is a vast difference between the rippling brook and
the roaring mountain torrent, and yet they both
have their place. The mockingbird cannot roar like
a lion, neither can the king of the forest pour forth
such strains of entrancing melody. The same law holds
good in every sphere. When an instrument is chosen
for a certain task it is always in harmony with what
is to be accomplished. There was a man needed to
stem rrent of political corruption in England.
He was not s
youth hanging around places, but down among the
barren districts there was born and cradled a youth

" that was able to be the man for the hour. Religious
profoundly so. - Incorruptible? absolutely so. Fear-

from-the soft handed, enervated
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adapted. Good farmers have been spoiled for
preachers, and many a man who had a genius
organization has been crowded into some little ¢
by petty souls. The duck will quack no sooner
will the dog bark more readily than will unfettered
obedient souls drift toward their God given work,
father of young Watts was 80 unwise that he
to whip poetizing out of him, but the child ms
rhyme in pleading for his father to stop. Samuel
ard made his first ship on the playground, with his
knife, The great shipbuilder was in his embryo,
the drift was there. Of course the great pain
the world daubed a good many things besides
before they reached their zenith, but the painter
there all the time.. Jenny Lind soing to lnd
errands thmugh the streets of her ) to

scious of the marvellous voice thlt
though the people would pause
these wonderful tones were. :
Nightingale not dreammg of ju;:.
was being lead by a hand Divine to
The boy standing on a chair for
ing to the little children around
task. He may be beginning

which way the wind is

mistake trying to eduaiao
God-given talents. Put ¢

wing of a humming bird

this same principle to of

pressure on folks. Whng
another. He who planted I
and rides upon the storm al

less? he hesitated not. He conferred not with flesh

and blood. Rising from his knees he went forth to
war ‘against the ‘enemies of righteousness and rested
- mot until his exhausted frame sank into the tomb.
_ Oliver Cromwell, faultless? no. There was much in
: himanbjecttoeemure. but he was a chosen vessel
'and so we might walk amid the labyrinths of history
~ and a multitude could be summoned from every walk
of life to illustrate the contention that every man is
, for a certain place and people succeed only as
work in hu'mony wjﬂx that 'for which they are
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is a Missionary Kingdom, and our
ary God. The faith that is |
unchristian. Foreign Missio:
branch of the Christian life;
St. Peter attributes shortness
of cleansing. The mind that has I
‘ reaching vision (iis Jidle and unfruitful unt
ledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. S
DOWN WITH THE SALOON. igqt‘ile outcome of the spiritual mind,
William Jennings Bryan says: heights and is keen of vision. Such .
“The saloon is the bureau of information for every incentive to missionary study. It w
sort of crime. It is the first place that a policeman ment from afar, and will be hot-fog
looks for crime and the last place he would go to look runs the word of life. The Missio;
for virtue.” will provide for its satisfaction, r
An institution that is characterized as a college of velopment; but missionary litera
‘infamy, a cesspool of iniquity, a breeding place for mind.- Modern Missions are the

crime of every kind ought not to be tolerated. The (te?::!l’tact?gn only thrive in an :
time will come when people will look back on the sa- 7 A MISSIONARY

loon with a strange wonder that such a menace to ev- The second n
erything that is good should have been allowed to exist missionary mind 1ld need

at all, much less protected by the law. duty, but there'is'a law of
is a law of the flesh. There

THE PILOT SMILING. science on the subject
In Robert Louis Stevenson’s story of a storm, he 3mong %ﬂh&mﬁn p;oplea

describes a ship caught off a rocky coast, threatening e::ilare  they do not
death to all on board. When terror among the passen- 8nd yet claim to be
gers was at its height, one man more daring than the 2vowal and the claim
rest, making the dangerous passage to the pilot house the obligation to ev
saw the steersman lashed/fast to his post, holding from faith in Christ.
the wheel and turning the ship, inch by inch, into lovalty and unbeli

the open sea. The pilot saw the white face of the

man and smiled. Whereupon, the passenger ran to

the decks below, crying: “I have seen the face of the

pilot and he smiled. All is well.” That smile averted

a panic.—Record of Christian Work. ;

In the long ago a tiny craft was swept to and fro

by a storm swept sea. The frightened passengers

expecting every moment to go to the bottom when lo

some one came walking upon the crest of the wave
.and gently chided them from their fearfulness. His

face was calm amid the storms alarm; and is it not

8o yet. De we not stilll look up in the ‘pulpit house

of the old ship zion and see Him smiling for “He

shall not fail nor be discouraged until he hath set .

- judgment in the earth.” ' i

WHERE THE LACK LIES.
Joyful New in commenting on the seat of the trouble
- with regard to missionary output, says some very
true and striking things which we pass on to our read-

’\iuﬁ:r:th & prayer that they may have a thoughtful
pe 1. :
. Foremost among the causes in the lack of missionary
~ mind. I do not mean lack of missionary information.
There is a difference between pessessing missionary
knowledge and ‘having a missionary mind. There is a
 philosophical mind, & scientific mind, a practical mind,
a worldly & spiritual mind, and, I want to add,
: missionary mind.. These terms indicate quality, bent,
' interest. They stand for fixed attitude, eager sympa
. thy, sustained enthusiasm; sleuth-hound scent, un ‘
. lobour, and cheerful service. There must be intense
' con . It rests upon principle rather than inform-
tteh not of statistics, but of faith. It is
ctuating interest numerical returns, -
' 5, but by the eternal purpose of
Jesus. Christian believers are strangely
the missionary character of the Christ-
is a onary Bible, the
s 8 Missionary Gospel, the Kingdom of Heaven




