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READING THE OLD TESTAMENT 
WITH THE MIND OF CHRIST

by General Superintendent William M. Greathouse

A T CANADIAN NAZARENE COLLEGE this fall I 
was struck by the theme the students have cho­

sen for the year: “Taking Up the Mind of Christ.” Nothing 
can be more important for His followers.

With Bible Sunday coming soon, I invite you to think 
about reading the Old Testament with the mind of 
Christ. At first glance this may seem unimportant to you; 
actually few matters are of greater significance for those 
who would be truly Christian.

For Jesus, the Old Testament was God’s inspired 
Word. Students of the Gospels are convinced that 
Jesus was in full agreement with the apostle who said of 
the Jewish canon, “All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God.” Our Lord fed His mind and spirit upon the Old 
Testament scriptures. His teachings echo on almost ev­
ery line passages of Holy Writ. And when He was 
tempted, He reminded Satan, “It is written.”

Yet Jesus acted and spoke as Lord of the Old Testa­
ment. He exercised sovereign freedom in His attitude 
toward the ceremonial law whenever it conflicted with 
the higher law of love. And after declaring His purpose 
to build His Church He gave to Peter the kingdom au­
thority of discriminating between the permanent and 
passing elements of the Old Testament, saying to the 
apostle, “Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 
in heaven” (Matthew 16:19, NIV).

After His resurrection, Christ gave all the apostles this 
authority to interpret the Old Testament. On this basis 
Paul declares that by His death on the Cross, Christ has 
abolished “the handwriting of ordinances that was

against us” and then concludes, “Therefore do not let 
anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with re­
gard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a 
Sabbath day. These are a shadow of the things that 
were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ” 
(Colossians 2:16-17, NIV). The mind of Christ frees us 
from the ceremonial law.

But reading the Old Testament with the mind of Christ 
has even more revolutionary implications. In setting 
forth the higher righteousness of His kingdom, Jesus 
did not hesitate to challenge the authority of Moses. 
Again and again He declared in the Sermon on the 
Mount, “You have heard that it was said to the people 
long ago . . . But I tell you” (Matthew 5:21, NIV; see vv. 
21-48). Clearly Jesus saw His teachings as superseding 
the entire body of Old Testament law.

So we must read the entire Old Testament with the 
mind of Christ. John Wesley saw the radical implications 
of this principle and instructed his Methodist preachers 
to omit from public reading certain parts of the Psaltery 
(like Psalm 137:7-9) that contradict Jesus’ command 
that we love our enemies.

This means that while the Old Testament is God’s in­
spired Word, it is not His final word. “In the past God 
spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many 
times and in various ways, but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by his Son” (Hebrews 1:1 -2, NIV). We must 
therefore be careful, as we seek guidance for Christian 
living, to read the Old Testament with the mind of Christ 
found in the Gospels and Epistles of the New Testa­
ment! □



The Therapy of Thanksgiving
by PAULINE E. SPRAY

I DON’T  LIK E  OATM EAL,” Sue wailed at the 
breakfast table. She grumbled because she had to 

clean her room. She com plained because she didn’t 
have anyone with whom to play. “ I’m so homely,” she 
whined. “ I hate these freckles. I wish I were pretty.” 

At last I could take her fretting no longer. “ Sit down 
there in that chair, young lady!” I ordered in my most 
authoritative tone. “ It’s time we did some checking 
up.”

“ I don’t want to check up,” Sue whimpered. “ I want 
to play with someone.”

“Well,” I said, going on with my cookie baking, “we’ll 
do some checking up first. Then I think you’ll feel 
more like playing. Now, tell me one thing you have to 
be thankful for.”

“ I can’t think o f  anything.”
“Are you thankful for D addy?”
“ Yeah,”  she finally answered.
“ How about M ama?”
Our young daughter had considerable difficulty get­

ting started, but after some persistent prodding she 
came up with an impressive list o f blessings. Then she 
went on her way feeling better.

It profits everyone, young and old alike, to take in­
ventory frequently. As we enumerate God’s goodness­
es, our emotions swing upward. Gloom  turns to glad­
ness. Dejection gives way to delight.

An epidemic o f  depression is sweeping America and 
the world. Thousands are wallowing in the mire o f 
despondency. Nor are Christians exempt. Clergy and 
laity are caught in its tenacious grasp.

According to authorities, genetic factors 
and childhood experience may play a 
role in this affliction. B iochem ical 
d isturbances, prolonged  stress, 
p h y sica l illn esses , overw ork , 
overw orry, low  se lf-es teem , 
mid-life crises, and trauma are 
also included in the roster o f 
causes.

Severe depression calls for 
counseling and medical

PAULINE E. SPRAY is a free­
lance writer and the wife o f a 
Nazarene elder. She resides in 
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assistance, proper treatment, and understanding. And 
a Christian may need the same professional help as a 
non-Christian if his problem is serious.

However, many Christians could prevent the deep­
ening o f  gloom if they counted their blessings more 
often. Giving thanks prom otes em otional healing. 
W hen we recognize God as our Maker and the Giver o f 
every good and perfect gift, He is pleased. His ap­
probation dispels sadness and releases joy.

Paul admonished the Colossians: “As ye have . . .  
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 
Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, 
. . .  abounding therein with thanksgiving” (2:6-7).

It’s mighty easy to get one’s eyes on negatives in­
stead o f  positives, to concentrate on the disagreeable 
instead o f the agreeable, to see only the price to be paid 
instead o f the prize to be won.

However, an automobile salesman never makes a 
deal by pointing out the flaws, the depreciation factor, 
and the exorbitant price. He, on the other hand, enthu­
siastically extols his car’s virtues. Consequently, the 
prospective customer comes to feel he cannot live 
without the Cadillac— or Chevette. And the salesman 
scores a sale.

Not only do depressed Christians miss out on much 
o f  life themselves, their witness also suffers. Are we 
exhibiting the joy we profess Christ gives? Are we 
“ making” the unsaved want our “product”? If not, per­
haps we are falling short in the thanksgiving depart­
ment.

As for Sue, she is now an adult and capable o f 
recognizing her blessings without my assis­

tance. But the therapy o f thanksgiving 
still works. How do I know?

Occasionally I, myself, find it 
necessary to do what I bade my 

child do on that Saturday morn­
ing many years ago. And as I 
begin  listin g  the things for 
which I am grateful, my em o­
tions take an upward swing 
also. Instead o f wallowing in 
despair, life becomes bearable 

once again. God has been 
good to me. He still is 
gracious. And He will 
never change. □
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PLEA FOR THE POOR
I believe that God is more inter­

ested in the needs of this world than 
a majority of people realize— even 
Christians. Forms of worship and 
self-indulgence are played up while 
the overwhelming world needs are 
minimized. Excuses are given for 
not helping with this need rather 
than being truly concerned about it 
and giving wholehearted support to 
it. It is true that reliable channels for 
this giving should be used and fakes 
avoided, but I wonder how many 
fake Christians we have who are 
avoiding this vital issue taught in 
God's Word in many places?

I do not believe that a lot of Chris­

tians and denominations are really 
facing up to this grave situation and 
giving to it as they ought.

I believe that God is displeased by 
the way this wealthy nation and 
other wealthy nations treat this is­
sue. There are many sins that God 
judges but I believe this is one of the 
big ones. The ungodly world and 
Christians have allowed a multitude 
to starve already and another multi­
tude is on its way unless there is 
enough help.

Hattie Laughbaum 
Pellston, Michigan

A PICKET REPORTS
On April 27, more than 100 peo­

ple picketed the seven 7-Elevens in 
our area. Approximately 35 of them

were from Nazarene churches. 
Again on July 27 around 85 people 
picketed these same stores. Most of 
them had never picketed before and 
found the public responses varied. 
Some were encouraging; others 
were shocking. I’m amazed at how 
many people who are against por­
nography still shop at stores that 
promote it. We all need to think 
about what we are supporting with 
our money.

Recently more than 7,000 stores 
have stopped the sale of por­
nography because they realize its 
negative effects and/or their cus­
tomers have requested its removal. 
Since becoming more aware of how 
destructive pornography has been

(Continued on page 20)
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Grateful 
Heart

by MORRIS CHALFANT

Na t i o n a l  t h a n k s g i v i n g  d a y  is the only
religious festival celebrated in the United 

States by virtue o f the authority o f the civil govern­
ment.

A few years ago on Thanksgiving Day, a local “ quiz 
kids” show was conducted over a Midwestern radio 
station. The quizmaster asked each youngster what he 
was especially thankful for. The usual answers were 
offered— a happy home, kind parents, playmates, etc.

A 12-year-old girl in the seventh grade had really 
caught the spirit o f Thanksgiving Day. Her unexpected 
answer must have deeply impressed countless radio 
listeners: “ I’m thankful for everything God has done 
for me and everyone else, not only today but all during 
the year.”

Thanksgiving is a distinctly American holiday. It 
celebrates no birth, no battle, no anniversary o f  sol­
diers or o f  statesman. It is preeminently a matter o f 
the heart, a pilgrimage into the ever-beckoning land o f 
gratitude wherein we are privileged to rethink, relive, 
and rededicate ourselves to a way o f life that catches 
up our heritage and our hopes.

You may ask, “ For what shall we give thanks?” The 
Psalmist replies, “ Bless the Lord, 0  my soul, and forget 
not all his benefits” (103:2). Life is full o f blessings. We 
hear a lot o f talk today about “ fringe benefits” in the 
areas o f  employment. Well, there are countless “ fringe 
benefits” that com e freely from the hand o f God. Be 
thankful!

The apostle Paul wrote, “ In everything give thanks: 
for this is the will o f  God in Christ Jesus concerning 
you” (1 Thessalonians 5:18). We can thank God for all 
He sends us, for nothing that comes from His gracious 
hand will be sent to hurt us.

A great master o f  music, George Herbert, penned 
these immortal words:

Thou hast given so much to me,
Give one thing more— a grateful heart;
Not thankful when it pleaseth me,
As if Thy blessings had spare days,
But such a heart whose pulse may be Thy praise.

MORRIS CHALFANT is pastor o f the Church of the Naza- 
rene In Norwood, Ohio.

Have you had a hard time since last Thanksgiving? 
Scripture tells us you should give thanks for it. Hard 
times struggled with in the name o f Jesus become vic­
tories by and by, and we are stronger people for the 
struggle. Have you  had sorrow ? B ereavem ent? 
Through your tears, give thanks for it, for it is through 
difficult circumstances that souls grow. The truth is, 
we have not lost those whom we’ve “ loved long since” 
but think we’ve “ lost a while.” W hatever life has 
brought, the message o f Scripture is, give thanks. And, 
as you do, greater things will come to you. □

Thanksgiving Prayer
Let’s kneel before the King o f Kings 

In praise and supplication,
And thank Him for the many gifts 

To us and to our nation;
A nd seek forgiveness for  the times 

W e've erred and gone astray 
From His great love for us,

A nd follow ed our own way.

Oh, may we not extol ourselves 
In pride and selfish greed,

Unmindful o f  vast multitudes 
Still starving and in need;

Not only o f this earthly bread 
O f wheat from harvest fields,

But love and care and sharing  
That knowing Jesus yields.

O, help us, Lord, to show the world  
W hat made our nation great,

And share our goods, our love, our faith  
Before it is too late.

— ALICE HANSCHE MORTENSON
Racine, Wisconsin
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by MARK RUDEEN

MY WIFE AND I sat in the 
A naheim  stadium  that 

Saturday night, tears streaming 
down our faces. Dr. Jerald Johnson 
spoke o f a return to an emphasis on 
ministry to children, and it rang a 
bell in our hearts.

We pastor an outstanding church 
in Connell, Wash. Our people are so 
very generous, and we have a strong 
involvement in missions overseas. 
But m issions right here on our 
doorstep are often hard to see.

From the day we arrived here we 
could see that this church had a po­
tential for ministry that was not 
being tapped, even though Connell 
is a small rural community. We be­
gan seeing children everywhere in 
our little town and the surrounding 
areas to which we also minister. We 
were bothered by the fact that our 
church, although strong in the 
adult and teen departments, was 
small and weak in the children’s de­
partment.

God gave us a vision that Satur­
day night at General Assembly of 
outreach evangelism to the ch il­
dren o f our community.

We returned to Connell, praying

that God would help us convey the 
message and its urgency to our peo­
ple.

We went door-to-door with the 
teens o f our church to every home 
in our com m unity. We literally 
went out and found the children. 
(They weren’t too hard to find!) We 
didn’t get a “ Sunday School” loco­
motive like the one in the Christian 
Life and Sunday School exhibit at 
General Assembly. But we did get 
the town fire truck and had a big 
children’s parade. No one wanted to 
miss the excitement!

We advertised throughout the 
e n t ir e  a re a : J E S U S  L O V E S  
C H IL D R E N — SO D O  W E  AT 
C O N N E LL C H U R CH  OF T H E  
NAZARENE.

We planned a children’s crusade. 
We averaged 80 children a night at 
the altar. Some very serious deci­
sions were made by those children. 
We reached 89 children who came 
from absolutely no church back­
ground.

On Sunday m orning following 
our crusade, we had a Children’s 
Revival Service, with 339 in atten­
dance in Sunday School. The ex­
citement was tremendous!

Our people , led by the H oly  
Spirit, got involved! Several years

ago the church sold its Sunday 
School bus. But when the phone 
calls started com ing in from par­
ents whose children needed rides to 
the crusade, the desire for bus min­
istry returned. Our people were fill­
ing up vans, minibuses, cars, sta­
tion wagons— whatever had wheels.

It was a high mom ent for our 
church . A ll a ttendance records 
were broken, but that was not the 
purpose. G od’s love for the children 
was made real to our community. 
Our responsibility to reach out to 
them in ministry was made real to 
our church— and none too soon.

For many m onths, one o f  our 
church members had been reaching 
out to a neighboring family, who 
did not want to make churchgoing a 
part o f  their life-style. But the 
next-door neighbor prayed for them 
and showed them love.

During our children’s crusade, 
their two beautiful children were 
picked up by one o f  our church 
vans. The little girl gave her heart 
to Jesus that week.

She went home and told her par­
ents about her decision. She sang 
the choruses she had learned at the 
crusade continuously. She begged 
her parents to com e with her to 
Sunday School. They would not

MAKE ROOM FOR THE 
CHILDREN ON THE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL EXPRESS
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come, but she did not miss a Sun­
day.

One recent Septem ber a fter­
noon, the driver o f the church van 
stopped by her house to make sure 
the little girl would be a passenger 
the next day. Indeed, she already 
had her dress, shoes, and socks all 
laid out, ready for Sunday morning.

But that night she was hit by a 
car. She is in a coma now.* She is 
quiet and still, but her little life, her 
testimony to her parents o f what 
happened to her at the Church o f 
the Nazarene, and the memory o f 
all the choruses she sang, ring out 
loud and clear to her parents.

The Sunday afternoon after that 
tragic accident, we led the child’s 
father and mother to the Lord. A f­
ter they had prayed a beautiful 
prayer o f  repentance, we all sat in 
the h osp ita l room  s in g in g  the 
theme chorus o f  the C hildren ’s 
Crusade: “ I have decided to follow 
Jesus. No turning back. No turning 
back.”

Through evangelistic outreach to 
children, another fam ily knows 
Jesus and has hope in the midst o f 
tragedy.

Our church is now actively in­
volved in reorganizing our minis­
tries to the children. We have es­
ta b lish ed  a w eek ly  v is ita t io n  
program to children and their fam i­
lies. The responsibility is awesome, 
but it is great to have the ol’ loco­
motive running with the children 
on board! □

'We have just learned that the little girl has come out 
of the coma. She has much therapy ahead of her, but 
is responding well. Hospital workers have asked the 
church to record choruses on cassette for use in her 
therapy.
Editor's note: A letter from Pastor Mark Rudeen was 
adapted by Faith Mapes, o f the Division o f Christian 
Life and Sunday School, to  form this article.

c f o  g K d

by JOSEPH D. BISCOE, JR.

Th a n k s g i v i n g  is a natural
response when success is de­

posited at your doorstep— unless, 
in the excitement o f  celebrating, 
you forget to express gratitude. 
Thanks are usually offered after 
the harvest, seldom prior to plant­
ing the seed.

In the Bible, a different source 
for thanksgiving is suggested. A d­
versity, disaster, and trouble are the 
starting lines from which thanks­
giving is expressed. The record in­
dicates that even the perfect man, 
Job, did not have time to thank 
while living on the plateau o f suc­
cess. W hen he reached the valley of 
despair and realized his total pov­
erty, thanks was expressed: “The 
Lord gave and the Lord has taken 
away; may the name o f the Lord be 
praised” (Job 1:21, NIV). At the 
down moment in his life, a clue is 
found regarding the “how,” “what,” 
and “why” o f thanksgiving. When 
Job began “ thanking,” even for the 
disasters, he began the slow journey 
back to his former successful life.

Compared to Job, what “ trage­
dies” cause despair? Loss o f a job? 
A toothache? A child who is ill? Job 
lost everything! Surveying the total 
loss, he kept the perspective o f 
praise, refusing to allow his concept 
o f  God and His goodness to be 
changed or muted.

The fears o f life are springs from 
which thanks can flow. W hen con ­
fronted with prison or death if he 
failed to interpret the king’s dream, 
Daniel was not overwhelmed. Ad-

JOSEPH D. BISCOE, JR., pastors the 
Victory Hills Church of the Nazarene in 
Kansas City, Kansas.

dressing God he said, “ I thank and 
praise you.” Paul experienced the 
fear o f defeat by the inner conflict 
between good and evil, even to the 
point o f admitting he was wretch­
ed. The battle was decided when he 
exclaimed, “Thanks be to God . . . ” 
“ I always thank God for you ..  
was Paul’s response to the fear 
caused by his most troublesom e 
congregation— Corinth.

Impossibilities can also be the 
springs from which thanks issue. 
“Father, I thank you . . . ” (NIV) was 
Jesus’ way o f facing the apparent 
impossibility o f praise at the death 
o f His friend, and the impossible 
challenge o f raising the dead. Prior 
to issuing the invitation to “come,” 
Jesus exclaimed, “Father, I thank 
you” (N IV). Thanksgiving made 
the impossible possible.

Early Christians offered thanks, 
not after experiencing the kiss o f 
success, but prior to adversity, trial, 
torture, or death. On their way to 
death in the Colosseum, they ex­
pressed thanks by singing:

Glory be to the Father,
And to the Son,
And to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning,
Is now and ever shall be,
World without end.
Amen. Amen.

Thanksgiving is an exercise “ in 
spite o f” our disasters, fears, or im­
possibilities. Thanks can be offered 
in everything and prior to every­
thing. Expressing thanks in the 
down period o f life will enable the 
“giver” to experience the thrill of 
thanks when life starts up the as­
cending scale again. □
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by NEIL E. HIGHTOWER

SPIRITUALITY is constantly needed for Christ’s 
Body. Without this the Body withers. The flow of 

divine life is the fundamental constituent o f the spiri­
tual tone o f the Church.

Spirituality does not happen in a day, nor is it spon­
taneously realized without reference to growth and de­
velopment. It is not a crisis event, but rather an un­
folding o f the total life o f the Body. It requires a past. 
“ Roots” are important to spirituality.

Roots are collective and not merely personal. “Tra­
dition” is the usual religious word for such roots. Tra­
dition is a suspect word, a bad word, to some. But all 
groups have traditions that are a part o f the warp and 
woof o f their existence, else they will cease to exist. As 
Matthew Fox says: “Traditions nourish our roots. They 
become the cement that binds us to one another.”

The danger, o f course, is that tradition can crys­
tallize in specific cultural and intellectual forms that 
become the be-all and end-all o f religious fervor. They 
need not, and actually will not, if God’s providential 
scheme o f things is heeded. There always arises a gen­
eration “who knew not Joseph,” as did a Pharaoh, 
which critiques the tradition. I believe this to be in 
God’s order. The old wineskins, to use our Lord’s 
phrase, must be shed, or at the least revived and re­
vamped, from time to time. However, the abiding prin­
ciple is that roots are needed to sustain spirituality.

I think that Luke, the historian o f the Early Church, 
recognized this, for he was very careful, for instance, in 
the birth narratives about Jesus to show that Jesus was 
brought up in an atmosphere o f devout harmony with 
the traditions and customs o f the Jewish people. The 
three ceremonies prescribed by the Law relating to the 
birth o f a boy were carefully observed (see Luke

NEIL E. HIGHTOWER Is president of Canadian Nazarene 
College in Winnipeg, Manitoba.

2:22-24, 27, 39). Through circumcision and naming on 
the eighth day o f His life, He entered the covenant and 
was identified with His people. The second ceremony 
was His consecration or dedication to God, which indi­
cated that a ransom price o f five silver coins was paid 
to redeem Him from the obligation to Temple service, 
since He was a first-born son. The third ceremony was 
the purification o f Mary from her ceremonial un­
cleanness, which prohibited her from entering the wor­
ship o f the community. In fact, neither mother nor 
child could be considered in the covenant until these 
rites were completed.

Again Luke underscores the vitality and usefulness 
o f tradition in his treatment o f the boy Jesus in the 
Temple when He was 12 years old. W hen His amazed 
and embarrassed parents saw Him sitting among the 
elders and teachers o f the nation, they rebuked Him. 
Jesus’ equally amazed reply was, “D idn’t you know I 
had to be in my Father’s house?” And Luke’s comment, 
upon the Holy Family’s return home, is part and parcel 
o f this theme: “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, 
and in favor with God and men” (Luke 2:49, 52, NIV).

Jesus, at this point in His life, was learning and 
examining His spiritual roots. Later, He would critique 
it with these words: “ Beware o f the teachers o f the law. 
They like to walk around in flowing robes and love to 
be greeted in the marketplaces and have the most im­
portant seats in the synagogues and the places of 
honor at banquets” (Luke 20:46, NIV).

We have, then, to affirm what is clearly implied in 
many places in Scripture, that tradition may be good or 
bad. Literally, the word means “that which is handed 
down or on.” Immediately we must recognize that all 
learning is based partly on this principle, and that each 
generation would be the poorer without this process. 
The comment o f A. T. Robertson, the great Baptist 
scholar, is appropriate: “The worth o f the tradition lies
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not in the form but in the source and quality o f con ­
tent. . . .  It is easy to scoff at truth as mere tradition. 
But human progress in all fields is made by use o f  the 
old, found to be true, in connection with the new if 
found to be true.”*

Tradition becomes a bottleneck, a strangling cord to 
spiritual life when it is viewed as “ the tradition o f the 
elders,” which replaces the commands o f God. Jesus 
clearly identified this religious tendency in Matthew 
15:2-11, when He angrily rejected the fastidious cere­
monial observance o f  the hand-washing ritual during 
eating. Jesus wasn’t opposing etiquette or hygiene, but 
scrupulosity that made the omission o f these rituals a 
mortal sin. W hen tradition is placed above God’s law, 
or supersedes it, then it has become a bottleneck to be 
broken and ignored.

Herein, surely, is a word for Nazarenes to guard 
against the multiplication o f scruples and hedges in 
our definitions o f religious piety and conduct. Let us 
beware o f  honoring God with our lips, or mere outward 
observance, but maintaining a heart, or inward atti­

tude, which has no real commitment to God (see M at­
thew 15:8-9). Prohibitions, minutely defined and rig­
idly enforced, often hide from us new areas where 
personal conscience ought to be activated, because 
they tend to make us smug and self-righteous.

Paul reflects the positive view o f tradition that 
ought to characterize Christians in 2 Thessalonians 
2:15 and 3:6. Tradition can be a moral and educative 
force or process that helps to shape the ethical witness 
o f our faith. Tradition is best kept flexible and imbued 
with spiritual energy when it is embodied in a trans­
parent and tender life or model. Roots, in the natural 
world, are only kept alive by drawing nourishment 
from their environment. So it is in the spiritual world. 
The apostle’s advice, in Colossians 2:6-7, is adequate 
for us: “Just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, con ­
tinue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, 
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and over­
flowing with thankfulness” (NIV). □
*A. T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament (New York: Harper & 
Brothers, 1930), IV:55.

NAZARENE
ROOTS

THE I.H .M . 
UNION, 1952

“In Southern Africa the missionary work of the two 
movements began about the same time and in much 
the same way. D. B. Jones, a sanctified employee of 
David Thomas in London, received a call to go forth 
with the message to the natives of Africa; H. F. 
Schmelzenbach began the Nazarene work at the 
same time. Sharpe, Thomas, Jones, and Schmelzen­
bach have all passed to their reward but their works 
do follow them.” (Dr. David Hynd, Nazarene mis­
sionary to Africa, Herald of Holiness, February 25, 
1953.)

On October 29, 1952, the International Holiness 
Mission and the Church of the Nazarene united in a 
ceremony at Leeds, England. Their ministry has con­
tinued to flourish in both the United Kingdom and in 
Africa. □

Prepared by Steve Cooley, a graduate 
student at the University o f Chicago; 

formerly director of Archives.

Rev. J. B. Maclagan, superintendent 
of the I.H.M., presents General Su­
perintendent Hardy Powers with 
the resolutions for union.

“The history of the International Holiness Mission 
in England began as a result of the reception of the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost in 1891 by a young Welsh­
man, David Thomas, who had set up a successful 
drapery business in the city of London. . . .  His busi­
ness in London became the center of evangelistic 
power and many of his employees became fire- 
baptized laymen who, under his leadership and ex­
ample, went everywhere preaching and testifying to 
the power of Christ to deliver from inbred sin and fill 
them with the Holy Spirit. Thus arose the Interna­
tional Holiness Mission.

“It was not long ere the Nazarenes and the I.H.M. 
began to hear of each other and find fellowship with 
each other. George Sharpe was often found in the 
I.H.M. centers in England, and David Thomas also 
preached in the Nazarene churches of Scotland— 
indeed, it was through the ministry of David Thomas 
that the writer, a Nazarene missionary, was brought 
into the experience of holiness.
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A
Whole

Person
by TERRY WILLIAMS

IT  WAS 1:15 A.M. Had only five minutes passed 
since I last looked at the digital clock by my bed? 

The slow rhythmic breathing o f my husband lying be­
side me told me he was in a deep sleep. I gently eased 
my feet over the edge o f  the bed and sat a while in the 
semidarkness created by the green glow from the clock. 
My mind replayed a videotape.

Quietly I put on my robe and closed the bedroom 
door as I slipped into the hallway. I paused by the doors 
to Cindy’s and Jackie’s bedrooms. The faces of other 
mothers on the videotape flashed across my mind 
again. A prayer o f  thanksgiving arose in my heart. My 
daughters were whole, and healthy. My heart over­
flowed with love and joy for the blessings God had 
given me through my children. I wandered into the 

dining room and flipped on the light. I dropped into 
a chair and rested my arms on the table. The con­

flict in my mind and heart caused by the day’s 
events had to be resolved.

Earlier that day I had videotaped for the first 
time a parent group session that I lead at my 
place o f  employment as a social worker. These 
parents have their children enrolled in a pre­
school therapy program for handicapped chil­

dren.
The topic o f  this particular session centered 

around the self-awareness and personal growth 
that several o f  these parents had experienced 

through their handicapped children. Although this 
had been discussed in prior group sessions, the fact 
that it was taped and I had reviewed what had taken 
place affected me in a new and forceful way. It enabled 
a new awareness in my life both professionally and 
spiritually.

One young mother spoke o f  her attitude about hand­
icapped children before the birth o f her Down’s syn­
drome daughter. She had thought she could never cope 
with such a situation. Through her daughter she dis­
covered a new strength she did not realize was within 
her.

Another expressed an appreciation for the small 
things in life that most people take for granted. For 
example, that first step, and the assumption that walk­
ing and running will naturally follow; or that first word 
spoken, with little additional thought to the sentences 
that follow the single words. A  totally new perspective 
emerged in her life when her 21-month-old daughter 
took that first belated step. The thrill at finally recog­
nizing that first word, after months and months of 
intensive therapy, was a major satisfaction for a minor 
event.

A Christian mother o f  five shared with the group the 
transition that her family experienced. The youngest 
o f  her four children had just started school, and she 
was looking forward to renewing some long neglected 
interests for herself, when she discovered she was preg­
nant again. Having scarcely recovered from that shock, 
she gave birth to a handicapped child. Now, almost two 
years later, she shares what a special blessing her child 
has been in their family’s life. Life without this child 
would be hard to imagine— the special joy and ful­
fillment that has been given. A void that she did not

TERRY WILLIAMS resides in Knoxville, Tennessee. She is 
a social worker in the school system of Knox County.



realize was there had been filled and life seemed so 
much more abundant.

I bowed my head on my folded arms on the dining 
room table. As I replayed again in my mind what had 
been said, I was overcome with emotion. Normally, 
that would not have seemed too unusual for me, but I 
realized I had not felt this way in many months. In my 
effort to keep my feelings in control as I counseled 
these parents, I discovered I had completely separated 
myself from my work. Recognizing long ago that if I 
expected to survive in my profession I would need to 
“ leave it at the office,” I had unknowingly allowed too 
much o f a gap to occur in my working relationship with 
these parents. They were real, warm, caring people.

As I let the tears flow, the Lord began to deal with 
me. I had spent so much time keeping my defenses up 
to protect myself from their hurts. I had refused to love 
and care and it had affected my spiritual life. God is all 
important in my life, and I had never stopped loving 
Him, but I had allowed my relationship with Him to

slip to an intellectual level. There had been little feel­
ings. He painfully recalled to me instances when I had 
gone to the altar to pray for personal friends whom I 
knew were deeply hurting. Yet I failed to feel it in my 
heart. I would hear and seemingly empathize with 
what friends (spiritually) and clients (professionally) 
were saying to me, but would not allow it to penetrate 
beneath my controlled exterior.

Thank God He understands our need— my need. 
Through His Son, Jesus, He can and does hear us with 
His mind and His heart. And I believe too that He cries 
with us as we share with Him our troubled hearts. I 
thank Him for His love and understanding and for His 
revelation to me that my whole mind and heart is 
required for me to be an effective witness for Him in 
my professional and personal life. I pray my new com ­
mitment toward those I work with and pray with will 
be more like Christ’s. May they feel the caring and love 
I felt as He dealt with me! A whole person will be 
listening and feeling. □

I BECAME A 
BRAND-NEW  PERSON

by DIANA ALLEN

FOUR YEARS AGO, when my husband left me 
and our two children, all my dreams, plans, and 

life’s wishes came to a horrifying halt. For two years, 
the children and I tried picking up the pieces, but we 
didn’t know how. Our church loves us, but they didn’t 
know what to say or how to minister to us. M ost o f the 
time we felt lost, confused, unwanted, frustrated, and 
hurt.

Two years ago I reluctantly attended SoloCon ’83, 
not knowing what it was about. The main speaker was 
Harold Ivan Smith. Even though he had experienced 
some o f the same frustrations, hurts, and pain as my­
self, I could see that Jesus Christ had helped him make 
a whole new life for himself. During SoloCon, I became 
a sponge and absorbed everything the seminar speak­
ers presented.

As a result o f that four-day retreat, I became a 
brand-new person and began a new life for myself. My 
children developed better attitudes toward me, and 
their outlook on life became more positive. For five or 
six months after my first SoloCon, I took my notes 
everywhere and shared them with my single friends at 
church. I read and reread them until they were deeply 
imprinted on my heart. I began to apply what I had 
learned in my daily living, and although the same 
problem s were still facing me, I now found extra 
strength to combat them.

DIANA ALLEN resides in Indianapolis, Indiana.

"Derause 
YOU GAVE..."

Even before SoloCon, I knew Jesus had forgiven me 
for my mistakes during my marriage. I also knew He 
heard my cries and felt my anguish. After a while, this 
was not enough because I felt I had lost all direction 
and purpose. The Bible had assured me that God 
would help me during the storms in my life. Through 
SoloCon, I discovered anew that God is not only able to 
help Harold Ivan Smith find victory over his “ hard 
times,” but He is also able to help me to find victory 
every day.

At SoloCon ’84, 10 o f us attended from our church. 
My friends came back just as enthusiastic as I did the 
first time I attended. We experienced the presence o f 
the Holy Spirit in a new way that affirmed “ it’s OK to 
be single.”

I love God and I want to serve Him in every way I 
can. However, going to church  on Sundays and 
Wednesdays is one o f the most difficult things I face 
every week. Singles are a minority because everyone is 
“arking” (couple oriented). W hen I go to a SoloCon 
retreat, I feel like an equal to everyone else. I’m no 
longer a reject, outsider, “ fifth wheel,” or a freak. I am 
an equal.

Because the Single Adult Ministries in Kansas City 
has sponsored programs such as SoloCon, a single per­
son, for whatever reason or whatever age, can join in 
and have fellowship with approximately 200 other sin­
gles. A level o f friendship never found before can be 
developed because singles minister to each other.

Thank you, Nazarenes, for making this ministry 
possible through your General Budget support. Be­
cause you gave— single adults are finding new direc­
tion and purpose. □

NOVEMBER 15, 1985



( W o r k  &  W itness

WORKER RESPONDS 
TO WITNESS ON 
WORK AND WITNESS 
ASSIGNMENT
by CHRIS BLANKENSHIP, as told to NINA E. BEEGLE

WAS S U R P R ISE D  when a 
pastor said to me, “ Listen, I 

have a man in my church who 
wants to go on the Work and W it­
ness Team to Haiti. He is not a 
Christian, but he has been attend­
ing our church for about three 
months. I must tell you, however, 
that he has some habits we do not 
condone.”

In spite o f that little bombshell, 
the pastor made a strong plea for 
this man, and I agreed to look at an 
application. When I read his reason 
for wanting to go to Haiti, I per­
ceived that he really desired to do 
right. He climaxed it by saying, “ I 
believe G od w ants all o f  m e.” 
Against my human judgment I ac­
cepted him for the team. To the 
pastor I remarked, “ We may not 
have to be concerned about his 
problems. Why, he may give his 
heart to the Lord before we leave.” 

At noon one day the man phoned 
to thank me for including him and 
wanted to know if he would ever get 
to meet me. My answer surprised 
him.

“ Not only will you meet me,” I 
assured him, “but we will be to ­
gether for the whole trip.”

“ You are going!” he replied.

CHRIS BLANKENSHIP is NWMS 
president on the San Antonio District 
and the wife of its superintendent.

NINA E. BEEGLE is D ivision o f 
Church Growth editor at International 
Headquarters in Kansas City, Missouri.

“ Sure,”  I said. “Our Haitian team 
will have a beautiful time working 
together.” I asked if he felt he could 
leave his smoking habit behind.

“ I have stopped before,” he said, 
“and I can do it again.”

So much for that problem. But I 
felt I needed to say more. “ You 
know, I’ve never taken anyone on a 
Work and Witness team before who 
was not a Christian. You realize 
there are certain rules you have to 
abide by. We don’t want to create 
problems.”

“You are tough,” he told me. 
“That’s right,” I countered.
By the time we left he had not 

accepted the Lord as I had hoped. I 
packed my personal evangelism  
materials, including the Basic Bible 
Studies, and prayed G od would 
speak to him.

Meeting him for the first time at 
the airport was troubling. He was 
so nervous and loud! I thought, how 
is this going to work out? I whis­
pered to my husband, “ Please pray, 
I don’t know about this man.” 

W hen we arrived in Haiti after a 
long day, people were lighting flare- 
pots on the runway so we could 
land. After landing, we learned that 
everyone’s luggage was missing. 
Ron was very antsy by now. I tried 
to assure him  that everyth in g  
would work out alright.

At the hotel, Ron was very help­
ful in carrying luggage for people 
who were lucky enough to have

some, a side o f  him I was most 
happy to see.

On our second day, Ron became 
ill and had to return to the hotel. 
Was he really physically ill or under 
conviction? I believed the latter. I 
took water, cold drinks, and food to 
him to show I cared. He always 
said, “You don’t have to do that.” 
Each time the missionary or one of 
our group who went with me re­
minded Ron we were praying for 
him.

Three days passed and he had 
only worked two hours. I got des­
perate! Everyone was asked to pray 
that God would touch Ron spiritu­
ally and physically.

At the evening meal, Ron’s chair 
was empty again. We took supper to 
his room and I asked him to come 
down at seven o ’clock for our de­
votions.

“ I don’t want to get chilled,” he 
answered. Chilled in Haiti! I told 
him to wrap up in a blanket.

Each evening we shared high­
lights o f our day, had devotions, and 
heard testimonies from several peo­
ple. Turning to Ron (who did not 
come wrapped up in a blanket), I 
said, “We appreciate you and your 
contribution to our group.” Then I 
eased into a presentation o f the 
gospel to Ron. He was very quiet 
and receptive. I asked, “ Have you 
ever com e to a place in your life 
where you knew for certain that if 
you should die tonight, you would 
go to heaven?”

“ NO,” he replied.
“ If you should die tonight and 

stand before God at the gate of 
heaven,” I pursued, “and He said to 
you, ‘W hy should I let you in the 
gate o f  heaven?’ what would be 
your answer?”

“Well, I have no reason for Him 
to let me in, but I would say, ‘I sure 
wish you would,” ’ was his honest 
reply.

I told him that eternal life is a 
free gift and continued with the 
gospel presentation.
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W hen I asked, “Does this make 
sense, and would you like to receive 
this free gift o f  eternal life?” he 
stood, turned around, and knelt at 
his chair. We prayed, and soon Ron 
Partusch  foun d  the peace that 
Jesus gives.

Everyone welcomed him into the 
family o f God. I gave him the p ic­
ture o f Christ knocking at the door 
and explained that this was his 
spiritual birth certificate. Several 
o f the group signed their names as 
witnesses on the back under the 
words, “ Ron Partusch opened the 
door o f his heart to Jesus January 
10,1985.” I gave him the Basic Bible 
Study Lesson One.

Later that evening, some o f the 
men went by his room and found 
him reading a Bible and working on 
the study materials I had given 
him.

No more time was lost because o f 
sickness. G od’s healing met R on ’s 
need and made our Work and W it­
ness team complete.

I wondered if this was a first— a 
Work and Witness team member 
receiving Christ as Savior on an 
overseas assignment. I’m glad the 
Holy Spirit overruled my com mon 
sense and misgivings about includ­
ing Ron on our Haiti expedition.

Just Keep in 
Sight the Goal
I know that God is very near—

He whispers to my soul,
"M y child, the darkness do not fear,

Just keep in sight the goal."
Though darkness hides the light o f day,

A nd thunders 'round me roll—

I still can hear m y Savior say,
"Just keep in sight the goal."

"Though the jou rney  may seem long to thee, 
M y hand you  still can hold."

H ow  precious then H is words to me,
"Just keep in sight the goal."

"I will not fail thee though the length 
O f years may take their toll;

D ear child, thy weakness is M y strength—  

Just keep in sight the goal."*
— INEZ T. HOWISON

San Antonio, Texas 
*Inez T. Howison reached the goal before her poem could 
be printed. She died February 4, 1985.

In the 
Hands 
of God

by ROSS W. HAYSLIP

JU ST BEFORE F IX IN G  his signature to the 
United States Constitution, George Washington 

addressed the Federal Convention at Philadelphia in 
1787. He closed his speech by saying, “ Let us raise a 
standard to which the wise and honest can repair. The 
event is in the hands o f  God.” W hile Washington be­
lieved that man should crave freedom, declare his 
rights to freedom, even fight and die for it, he knew full 
well that the final outcome o f all man’s strivings was in 
better and greater hands than his own. The great fa-

ROSS W. HAYSLIP is the chaplain at Nazarene Bible Col­
lege in Colorado Springs, Colorado.

ther o f our country plainly saw that man’s welfare and 
eternal destiny rested in man’s seeking and doing the 
will o f God and not trying to get God to do man’s will.

We are frequently confronted by events that are out 
o f human control. There are circumstances that are 
beyond our influence. In those circumstances we can 
only do what we know to be right and leave the results 
in the hands o f God.

It is good for us to remember that we do not live in a 
man-centered universe, that something bigger and 
greater than a tidy arrangement for man’s convenience 
is going on. God is in control and we can see our own 
smallness and dependence as we realize that we are not 
in charge.

W hen the problems o f life mount high, when sad­
ness and sorrow lead us to the point o f despair, it is 
wonderful to keep ourselves in God’s hands. We are not 
the Creator but we are His creatures. We are not mas­
ters but we are servants and learners.

Storms have a rightful place in our lives. Hardship 
and testing may strengthen more moral fiber than all 
the pleasantness that an easy life can afford. Difficult 
events help us to see that life has a foundation under it, 
horizons surround it, and divine purpose runs through 
it. Then our lives are centered not in fear but in faith. 
What a peace o f mind comes to us when we see our­
selves in the hands o f God rather than our own! □
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A Diamond 
in the Rough

by LESLIE WOOTEN

I FIRST M ET VIRG one Monday morning in the 
dead o f winter at Frank’s Sport Shop in Decatur, 

111. He was wearing soiled work clothes, laced up rubber 
boots, and three days’ growth o f beard. I surmised that 
he was a ditchdigger or maybe a local garbage collector.

Edging closer to the gun rack by which he stood, I 
inquired, “Do you like guns?”

“ Yeah,” he replied, “ do you?”
“ Yes, I enjoy looking at them,” I responded.
“ You got a collection?” he queried.
“Oh, just a small one,” I admitted.
“ Could I see them?” he asked.
I said, “ I suppose so.”
“Could I see them now?” he pressed.
Although I had always been firm in my conviction 

never to show my collection to a total stranger, dis­
armed by his anxious request, I consented to do so.

Upon viewing the pieces, he offered to buy my L. C. 
Smith double-barrel and Winchester model 97 pump 
gun. When I shot him a price, he pulled out his check­
book to pay me. I said, “ Sir, I’m sorry but I can’t accept 
your check. I don’t know you. I hope you’re not o f ­
fended.”

He said, “That’s OK! I’ll 
go to the bank and get the 
cash.”

W hen Virg returned, we 
got better acquainted. I was 
surprised to learn that he 
owned controlling interest 
in a road and bridge build­
ing company and was pres­
ident and chief operating 
officer. He was equally sur­
prised when I revealed that

LESLIE WOOTEN is pastor 
of the Decatur, Illinois, Oak 
Grove Church o f the Naza­
rene.
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I pastored Oak Grove Church o f the Nazarene. Also, I 
learned that he was a God-fearing sinner who had been 
away from Christ and the church for 40 years. Be­
coming disillusioned with his church while still a lad, 
he had erroneously concluded that most priests and 
preachers were phonies.

After hearing his story, I sensed a hungry heart and 
asked, “W hy don’t you visit us? I believe you’ll like our 
friendly people and the plain, straightforward gospel 
preaching. There’s no put on or cover up at our 
church!” He liked that— and upon paying for the guns, 
gave me additional money to put in the church offer­
ing. Therefore, I was not surprised when he and his 
wife started attending (irregularly at first) the Sunday 
morning services.

During the next few years, Virg and I became close 
friends. I learned to love him like a brother. At church, 
he loved the old hymns and sometimes requested one 
o f his favorite numbers. W hen I preached, he listened 
attentively. One Sunday, I touched on the evils o f alco­
hol and social drinking. The next time we met, Virg 
quipped, “ I didn’t agree with one o f the things you said

Sunday.”
“ You disagreed with only 

one thing! That’s great!” I 
countered. “ Perhaps some 
people present disagreed 
with much more. What was 
it?”

“ W hat’s wrong with tak­
ing a drink now and then?” 
he challenged.

H anding him an open 
Bible, I had him read Prov­
erbs 20:1 and 23:29-35. 
“You can’t point to one per­
son or one fam ily made 
better or happier by drink­
ing a lcoh o lic  beverages! 
But I can point to literally



thousands it has greatly harmed or even completely 
destroyed,” I charged!

At that, he remarked, “ It’s like the old saying states, 
‘One drink is too many and a thousand is not enough.’ ” 
From that day forward, he fought a noble battle to kick 
both his alcohol and tobacco addictions. He also o f ­
fered his daughters 500 dollars each if they would quit 
smoking.

Virg was short in stature, stocky in build and strong 
physically. But in his battle to conquer his addictions, 
he confessed, “ I’m so very weak.” One morning when 
he called, he was weeping! “ I’ve slipped,” he sobbed. “ I 
got drunk again.”

I didn’t wait for more. “ I’ll be right out,” I promised. 
It took about 20 minutes to drive to his house. I prayed 
as I drove. At the kitchen table, we wept and prayed 
together until he found peace o f heart and mind.

Virg had been dubbed “ Stub” by his brothers and 
sisters, who were taller than he. During our five years’ 
friendship, I could never bring myself to call him by his 
nickname. Free-hearted and a hard worker, when it 
came to shouldering his share o f responsibility he 
stood head and shoulders above the crowd.

One day while we were rabbit hunting together, Virg 
had to stop occasionally “to get his wind.” W hen he 
related that a terminal lung ailment had been discov­
ered and his doctor had given him only a year to live, I 
was crushed. “ No doubt, smoking and drinking have 
brought this on,” he confided. “ I should have quit years 
ago.”

Around a year later, lung cancer and pulmonary fi­
brosis claimed his life. On my last visit while he was

still at home, I found him attached to oxygen with an 
open Bible in his hands. Closing the Book, he inquired, 
“ How much do I owe the church?”

“ Never mind about that,” I advised, “those pledges 
aren’t due for two months.”

“ I know, but I had better pay them now,” he retorted. 
After instructing his wife to bring a checkbook, he 
asked if the amount was $1,200. W hen I assured him it 
was, he handed me a check.

My final visit a few days later was at a local hospital. 
Standing by his bedside I asked, “Virg, is your faith 
still firm? Is everything all right with your soul?” 

Between gasps for oxygen he replied, “Everything is 
all right.” The next day he was gone.

In our city o f around 100,000, large funerals are not 
uncommon, but Virg’s funeral still stands as the larg­
est in my 34 year pastorate here. Also, the funeral 
director stated that it was one o f the largest funerals he 
had ever had. Every room was filled to capacity. Flow­
ers were overflowing. Around 700 dollars in cash 
memorials were given to the church.

Now, seven years later, his widow, Navola Schmidt, 
still attends church regularly and gives generously. 
Their youngest daughter, Marti Thompson, along with 
her husband and three sons, also attend. She teaches a 
children’s Sunday School class.

Looking back to that winter day in 1972 when I met 
Virgil Schmidt at Frank’s Sport Shop, I never dreamed 
that I had discovered a choice diamond in the rough. I 
will always be grateful to God for causing our paths to 
cross. □

A  GLANCE at this wonderful book might cause 
some to lay it aside as “ for the preacher”— “a 

topic o f vital importance to understanding the Wes­
leyan concept o f Christian Holiness.” Yes, preachers, it 
is for you to devour and “ respond in obedience and 
faith.”

But lay folk, it’s also for you and me, a valuable and 
enlightening study about “com ing to terms with hu­
man failures and foibles,” about closing the “ growing 
credibility gap,” about paying attention to “the con ­
stant tug to come up higher,” about “ daily growing in 
grace.”

One might fill a file with quotable quotes from Pur-

kiser, with a tremendous store o f these gems drawn 
from this very book. In 1984, W. T. Purkiser was pre­
sented the first “ NPH Award” as the person deemed to 
have contributed most to the literature program o f the 
Church o f the Nazarene. While specific books, articles, 
and editorials could be cited as tops, perhaps we have 
yet to ponder the enduring sentence sermons they con­
tain. He’s a master craftsman at scraping the buildup 
of elaborate theological jargon from essential Chris­
tian teaching, stripping it right down to the bare, beau­
tiful truth. The result is a series o f unforgettable 
thoughts the busiest reader can capture and ruminate 
all day long.

Clarification shines in this book:
• The feeling that accompanies human failure is re­

gret. The feeling that accompanies sin is guilt.
• Stains are caused by sin; scars come from condi­

tions and circumstances beyond our control.
In the same clear way he shows the differences be­

tween anxiety and worry, discouragement and depres­
sion, temptation and sin, and more.

I suppose you might get yourself a gaggle o f giggles 
from other wintertime suggested reading. But one 
thing is sure: you’ll not find a more valuable book than 
this one to help you in this life and the next! □

— Evelyn A. Stenbock
Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City 
118 pages. Paper. To order s e e  page 23.

W. T. PURKISER
author
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STANDPOINT
A SIN HARD TO FORGIVE
People find ingratitude a sin hard to forgive.

The dog that bites the hand that fed it is thought 
worthy o f a bullet.
The man who betrays the country that honored him is 
regarded as the vilest o f its enemies.

Though universally deplored, ingratitude is not an un­
common sin.
Attorney Samuel Liebowitz saved over 70 men from 
the electric chair. Not one o f them ever sent him even 
a Christmas card to express thanks.

During the battle o f Normandy in World War II, Major 
John Ogilvie was touched  by the suffering o f  a 
wounded SS soldier. He leaned down and gave the en­
emy a drink o f water. Having drunk, the SS soldier 
shot the British officer. Historian Max Hastings says 
that Ogilvie’s fellow soldiers “never forgave or forgot 
the action.”
If man’s ingratitude to man strikes us as repulsive, 
what shall we say o f man’s ingratitude to God? Scrip­

ture teaches us that God is the author o f “every good 
and perfect gift.” This being true, He deserves our con­
stant thankfulness. Yet, how often are the gifts enjoyed 
without a nod o f appreciation toward the Giver?

“ Give thanks unto the Lord,” wrote the Psalmist, “for 
he is good.” Failure to express gratitude to Him is to 
return evil for good— a characteristic o f the devil.

Paul exhorts us to give thanks “ in every thing” and 
“ for all men.” That is a tall order for which exceptions 
are easily argued. But the person who is not thankful 
in every thing will become grateful for nothing. Selec­
tive gratitude is a mask for ingratitude.

Scripture refers to thanksgiving as a sacrifice pleasing 
to God. Ancient Israel was forbidden to come before 
God empty handed, without an offering. Gratitude is 
an offering the poorest can bring. To withhold it is 
inexcusable and reprehensible.

“Be thankful.” Gratitude honors God; ingratitude de­
bases us. □

WILLING AND DOING
The Civil War was raging in America. A Union army 
under W. T. Sherman was marching through Georgia, 
spreading havoc in all directions. As Sherman’s “bum­
mers” were passing through the town o f Covington, 
some o f them broke ranks to pillage the homes that 
flanked their route. Suddenly a young black woman 
spotted her “ Sunday” hat on the head o f  a passing 
soldier. Rushing toward him in anger, she exclaimed, 
“ If I had the power like I’ve got the will, I’d tear you to 
pieces.”
Willing but unable— that is a common problem. Paul 
wrote, “To will is present with me, but how to perform 
what is good I do not find” (NKJV). It was the expres­
sion o f a frustrated man, awakened to his guilt, con ­
senting mentally to the claims o f divine law, but lack­
ing power to overcome the sin that functioned as a 
down-dragging power in his heart.
Another writer expressed the ancient problem in this 
couplet:

I see the good, and I approve it, too;
Condemn the wrong, and yet the wrong pursue.

From the wretched heart that cannot couple power 
with will, the cry is wrung, “ W ho will deliver me?” And 
Paul supplies the answer, “ G od — through Jesus 
Christ” ! Through the cleansing blood o f Christ, ap­
plied in the power o f the Holy Spirit, sin in the heart 
must yield to righteousness in the life. God can pardon 
and sanctify and empower our weak selves, making it 
possible for us to live victoriously.

Paul exhorted his Philippian friends, “Work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 
who works in you both to will and to do for His good 
pleasure” (NKJV). To will and to do! Our “yes” to the 
truth o f God can be given in our lives as well as in our 
minds. We do not have to be looted by a mocking 
enemy o f that which is rightfully ours as children of 
God. Holiness as cleansing and as conduct is a possi­
bility o f grace.

“ Political power,” said Mao Ze-Dong, “grows out of the 
barrel o f a gun.”  Moral power grows out of the blood of 
Christ. □
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Those early New England preachers g o t their ideas 
about judgm ent from the Bible. We ignore the 
concept o f judgm ent only by dismissing the Bible. Our 
notions are not truer; our spirits are just tamer.

A NEGLECTED TRUTH
Most o f  America’s early printing was on religious sub­
jects and included sermons. In 1687 appeared Neglect 
of Supporting and Maintaining the Pure Worship of 
God, by James Allen. According to the preface, the 
sermon was “preached on a Solemn Fast Day” prom pt­
ed by “ the afflictive Providence o f God in sending 
Worms and Catapillars.” These were regarded as in­
struments o f divine wrath, “ God’s great army,” which 
had devastated parts o f the Massachusetts Colony.
Our generation would likely smile at the interpretation 
of crop loss to insects as an “afflictive Providence.” 
There is scarcely any reference to judgment, present or 
future, in today’s preaching. Those early New England 
preachers got their ideas about judgment from the B i­
ble. We ignore the concept o f  judgment only by dis­
missing the Bible. Our notions are not truer; our spirits 
are just tamer. We lack the intestinal fortitude to con ­
front sinning people with God’s demands for repen­
tance and warnings o f  judgment.
Too many o f  us who preach are more concerned about 
the “ image” we project than the truth God speaks.

Fearful o f being thought harsh or negative, we curry 
the favor o f  shallow people playing at religion by 
preaching what they want to hear, not what they need 
to hear. An Amos, Isaiah, or John the Baptist would 
not survive a recall vote in many o f our churches. Jesus 
would not be called, much less recalled.
I was once summoned to preach a weeknight message 
in a revival meeting. The revival had been going on for 
10 nights, so I thought a message on judgment would 
be appropriate. I preached quietly and simply, quoting 
and explaining and applying salient passages o f Scrip­
ture. Seekers overflowed the altar. People were kneel­
ing and praying from wall to wall. Listening to the 
confessions o f those church members, it was obvious 
that the message was relevant. But the pastor, o f ­
fended and jealous, refused to pray or counsel with the 
penitents. He sat in his “bishop’s chair,”  puffed up in 
anger like a blowfish.
We are going to face God’s judgment. It behooves us to 
preach and hear what Scripture affirms on the subject.

□

WHO'S CRAZY?
Bronson Alcott once claimed that, like Jesus, he had 
never sinned.

Henry James asked him, “ Have you ever said, ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life’? ”

Replied the pretentious Alcott, “Yes, often.”

James brought the conversation to a screeching halt by 
asking, “And has anyone ever believed you?”

I had an uncle who said to me, “W hy should I go to 
church? I have no sins to confess.” I assured him that 
his self-estimate was unshared by all who knew him.

W hen you think about it, Jesus calmly made claims 
and statements about him self that heard from anyone 
else would instantly brand the speaker a lunatic or a 
liar.
Suppose one o f  your family or friends told you in utter 
seriousness, “ I am one with God” ; or “ No one knows 
God blit me” ; or “The one who trusts in me will never 
die”; or “ I am the light o f  the world” ; or “ I will be the 
final judge o f everyone” ; or “ I give eternal life” ; or “ I

will raise the dead” ; or “ I always do what pleases the 
Father”— how would you react?
These are some o f the things Jesus Christ affirmed 
about himself in relationship to God and others. His 
statements startled His friends and angered His ene­
mies. Those friends could not have invented this 
Christ, and those enemies would not have invented 
Him. Either His claims are true, or He deserved prison 
or asylum or death. He is history’s greatest fraud or He 
is precisely what He claims to be, the Savior and Lord 
o f mankind.
Millions have believed His claims and through faith in 
Him their lives have been transformed. They have 
been liberated from sin and invested with quenchless 
hope for eternal life.
Other millions have rejected His claims. He coerces no 
followers, shanghais no disciples. But to all who reject 
Him, dismissing His claims and defying His authority, 
an empty tomb is challenging, “W ho’s really deceived? 
W ho’s really crazy?”
The unique Christ is our only hope. □
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CARING ENOUGH TO GIVE THE

VERY
by A. BRENT COBB

Th e y  s a n g  w ith
such holy gusto that 

an entire congregation was 
lifted and made to sit “to ­
gether in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus” (E ph e­
sians 2:6). Jonathan and 
Ilona Welch were clearly 
m in is te r in g  u n d er  the 
anointing o f the Spirit o f God. We at Sacramento First 
Church thanked the Lord for their talents— the very 
best—wholly consecrated to Christ.

As we enjoyed fellowship at the lunch table after­
ward, we each bore testimony to the serendipities (un­
expected benefits and blessings) o f serving the Savior. 
I want to pass along to you one o f the incidents Ilona 
related. It highlights the gracious care o f  our sovereign 
Lord for each o f His own.

It began a few years ago when Jonathan and Ilona 
were with former classmates from Olivet Nazarene 
College. They had come to minister to the church their 
friends were pastoring in a small midwestern town. 
Susan (not her real name) was expecting a baby, but 
the family income would only allow her to own one 
maternity dress— one she had made. The Welches had 
just completed several engagements and were well- 
supplied at that point. Financially, theirs was a “ feast 
or famine” type o f arrangement, and this happened to 
be a feast time for them. So they insisted on taking 
their friend to buy her the finest maternity outfit they 
could find.

Susan begged them, however, not to pay too much 
for a ready-made dress since, if she only had the mate­
rial, she could make her own outfit. Jonathan agreed 
on one condition: “That you let us spend the amount o f 
money we had in mind to spend on you.” In the end 
they purchased the very best fabrics, enough for Susan 
to make four beautiful dresses.

A couple o f years later the Welches came back to 
visit Susan and Mark. But this time it was Jonathan 
and Ilona who were experiencing tough times finan­
cially. And Ilona was expecting their first baby. She 
had only one maternity dress.

The two couples shared an enriching weekend o f 
ministry in that growing Nazarene church. Again they 
delighted in the Lord and exalted His name together. 
And they compared stories o f how God had supplied all 
their needs.

A. BRENT COBB pastors First Church of the Nazarene in 
Sacramento, California.

BEST
T h e y  w ere  g a th e re d  

around the kitchen table in 
con versation  when su d ­
denly Susan sprang to her 
feet and rushed to her bed­
room. Soon she came back 
beaming and announced, 
“ Ilona, I believe you  could 
use these four maternity 
outfits.” She added con ­
fidently that she would not 

be having further need for them.
The Welches were filled with wonder to realize anew 

that G od ’s ways are “past finding out!” (Rom ans 
11:33). For, through their sensitivity to the Lord’s 
promptings two years earlier, the Lord was meeting the 
needs o f two couples in the King’s service. And because 
they insisted on giving the very best— giving as unto 
the Lord— they received the very best.

I want my giving to be like that. The model for all my 
giving must be the divine model. For God, indeed, cares 
enough to give the very best. □

IMMORTALITY
A  loved one dies and our lives turn dull 
and lifeless and empty.
The age-old  cry w renches itself 
from  the deep places o f  the heart,

"If a man die, shall he live again?"

fust then, w hen life seem s 
its most m eaningless— new m eaning is 

found.

God's still small vo ice  is heard, 
Rem inding o f  H is prom ises—

Com fort for  bereavem ent,
Joy for  sorrow,
H ope in the midst o f  despair,

A nd most beautiful o f  all—

"Because I live, y e  too shall live."

Sorrow not then as one w ho has no hope, 
For if a man die, he shall live.

—MABEL P. ADAMSON
Kansas City, Missouri
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GIFTS FOR EVERY OCCASION

Pictures • Games • Plaques • Books • Puzzles • Novelties 
Coloring Books • Decorator Items • Prizes

Inlay and Jigsaw Puzzles
Inlay Puzzles. For ages 2 to 4. Large, full-color pieces are 
easy to place upon, and remove from sturdy board.
The Birth of Jesus BBGA-2286, $1.29
God’s World and Me BBGA-2287, $1.29
Jesus Loves the Children BBGA-2288, $1.29
Noah and the Animals BB G A-2289, $1.29
Jigsaw Puzzles. For all ages. Designs are full-color; pieces
are fully interlocking. Completed puzzles are 10" x 13".
A Village in Jesus’ Time BBGA-2281, $1.95
Jesus, God’s Love Gift B BG A-2282, $1.95
The Tabernacle BBGA-2283, $1.95
The Ten Commandments B BG A-2284, $1.95

The
HIBTH

Bible Games
Bible Tiddledy Match. Four exciting tiddledywinks games 
in one are the life of any party, youth group, or family gath­
ering. All are Bible knowledge builders, but every player has 
an equal chance of winning, regardless of his knowledge of 
God’s Word. Ages 8 to adult. BB G A -2639, $12.95
Life of Jesus Matching Gam e. Helps young children be­
come familiar with stories from the life of Jesus. The winner 
is the first player to fill all the squares on his own board with 
matching picture tiles. Two to four children, ages 4 to 8, can 
play B B G A -2657, $4.95
The Lollipop Dragon® Good Deeds Gam e. Love and 
concern for others is taught in this game for young children. 
The colorful playing board feature Lollipop Dragon and his 
friends in the town of Tumtum. For two to four players, ages 
5 to 9. B BG A-2654, $6.95
Bible Journeys. Skill and probability spell fun in this game 
that teaches Bible facts and principles. The object of the 
game is to answer questions and collect the most “ blessing” 
cards. For two to six players, ages 9 to adult.

B B G A -2539, $12.95  
Bible Spin-R-Game. Two exciting, back-to-back spinner 
games cover events in the Bible from creation to entering into 
the Promised Land. Directions are on playing board and ques­
tion cards. For two to six players, ages 9 to adult.

BB G A -2658, $5.95  
Know Your Bible Lotto. Great fun for large groups—  
Sunday School classes, youth groups, and parties. Caller 
reads column letters and Bible clues. Players cover correct 
answers wherever they appear on the playing boards. For up
to 15 players, ages 7 through adult. BB G A -2653, $5.95
Bible Quiz ’N Spin Gam e. Any number of people or teams 
can play this fast-paced Bible game. There are two sets of 80 
Bible questions— regular, for children age 9 and up, and ad­
vanced, for youth and adults. BB G A -2638, $6.95
Jesus’ Wonderful Words. Players vie to complete Jesus’ 
sayings as they take turns drawing word cards and trying to 
match them to the complete sayings on their playing boards. 
For two to six players, ages 8 to adult.

B B G A -2584, $5.95  
Fishers of Men. Players compete to see who can be the first 
to make a “ catch” of “ four men” with their fishing pole and 
magnet. For ages 6 to 12. Game contains 60 “men” cards 
with questions, dowel, string, magnet, paper clips, instruc- 
tion/answer folder. BB G A -2531, $4 .95
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NEW! Critter County® 
Storytime Books and Tapes

Contemporary Christian music singer Christine Wyrtzen 
and her Critter County® friends present these stories aloud 
on tape, and sing the memory verses to tunes Christine has 
written. Children can follow the stories and learn Bible verses 
as they sing along with the tapes.

Critter County® animal stickers are fun to collect and 
trade. A  set of stickers is included with each tape/book set. 
For children ages 4 to 8.
Sydney Learns to Share 
Rascal’s Close Call 
The Glad I Gotcha Day 
Sydney to the Rescue 
Words Can Hurt 
Guess W ho’s Afraid

BBTAX-3391, $4.95 
BBTAX-3392, $4.95 
BBTAX-3393, $4.95 
BBTAX-3394, $4.95 
BBTAX-3395, $4.95 
BBTAX-3396, $4.95

What Does the Bible Say?
Use this series to help children apply Bible teachings to 

their daily lives. Each story presents one Scripture verse. The 
simple text and full-color illustrations show children how they 
can live as each verse says. Sturdy library bindings. For ages 
6 to 10.
Honesty. Honesty isn’t always easy, but children see it’s 
always best, and that it pleases Jesus.

B B 089-565-1637, $5.95  
Obedience. Children learn to show love for God and parents 
by being obedient every day. B B 089-565-1645, $5.95
Caring. Caring means showing love in simple ways— making 
a bed or teaching a friend to cartwheel.

B B 089-565-1661, $5.95  
Kindness. Kindness means being a friend to new neighbors, 
taking turns, and similar activities.

B B 089-565-167X , $5.95  
Courage. Shows that loving and caring as Jesus did takes a 
lot of courage. B B 089-565-1688, $5.95
Joy. Deep-seated joy comes from selflessly serving God.

B B 089-565-2226, $5.95  
Self-control. Self-control is a mark of maturity that is best
demonstrated through actions. B B 089-565-2234, $5.95

NEW! Shape Books
Tiny, developing hands can easily grasp and turn pages of 

these sturdy board books. Large, colorful illustrations hold a 
child’s attention. Each book stresses one important concept. 
For ages 1 to 5.
Baby Jesus BBBL-2747, $2.95
God Made Me BBBL-2748, $2.95
God’s Animals BBBL-2749, $2.95
God’s Gifts BBBL-2750, $2.95
I Go to Church BBBL-2751, $2.95
My Family &  Friends BBBL-2752, $2.95

h o n e s t y

OBEDIENCE

jrfli1
C O U B A e E  JO Y

o a r in g  K " ® ',e s s

lAAvlt

~  mrn% 

s a ^ . c . »  1

Surprise Books
Here are sturdy, easy-to-handle books with lots of pleasant 

surprises. Art is big and simple, with flaps to raise and find 
hidden pictures. For ages 2 to 4.
I Can. Children learn good manners. BBBL-2729, $4.95  
Thank You, God. Children become aware of all G od’s gifts 
that are free to enjoy. BBBL-2730, $4.95
My ABC Book. Apple in an alligator, banana in a bear, etc. 
Each alphabet letter is illustrated. BBBL-2731, $4.95
My Baby Jesus Book. Tells the true meaning of Christmas.

BBBL-2732, $4.95  
Ark Full of Animals. Unusual portrayal of Noah’s ark. 
Comb binding allows book to open flat.

B B 000-408-7402, $4.95  
House Full of Prayers. Simple stories teach children how, 
when, and why to pray. Comb binding.

BBBL-2709, $4.95  
Jesus, God’s Son. The life of Jesus is told simply. Comb 
binding. BBBL-2705, $4.95
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NEW! Wipe-clean Books
Children ages 2 to 5 

These durable, plastic 
with bright, colorful art 
and day schools, Bible 
God Cares for Me 
Helping
I Learn to Pray 
Jesus Grows Up 
Loving
My Bible Book 
My Friend Jesus 
Obeying 
Sharing

are not too young to learn about God. 
-coated books teach basic concepts 
, and simple stories. Great for nursery 
schools, and home.

BBBL-3511, $1.39  
BBBL-3512, $1 .39  
BBBL-3513, $1 .39  
BBBL-3514, $1 .39  
BBBL-3515, $1.39  
BBBL-3516, $1 .39  
BBBL-3517, $1.39  
BBBL-3518, $1.39  
BBBL-3519, $1.39

NEW! Simple Coloring Books
These coloring books are uncluttered and basic enough for 

the very young (ages 2 to 6). Bold, dark lines make it easy for 
young hands to color the simple objects. Fifteen pictures in 
each book.
Animals God Made BBH -2375, 89C
Fruits God Made BBH -2376, 89*
People of the Bible BBH -2377, 89*
The Joy of Christmas BBH -2378, 8 9 t

NEW! Happy Day Coloring 
Books

Now children can color the popular Happy Day books! 
Each coloring book has 16 enlarged black-and-white pages. 
Children can pretend they are artists as they color each page 
however they please.
Big Words for Little People. Children learn how to show 
compassion, politeness, kindness, patience.

BBH-2467, 89*
God Loves Even Me. Children learn to talk to God; He is 
with them in everything they do. BBH -2468, 89*
I’m Glad I’m Your Dad. Dads tell why they are thankful for 
their children. BBH -2469, 89*
I’m Glad I’m Your Mother. Mothers tell their children why 

thank God for them. BBH -2470, 89*

NEW! Stick-on Coloring Books
These books have 16 pages to color and decorate with 

stickers. Two pages of stickers in the center of the book—  
nothing else to buy! For ages 4 to 8.
My Fun Calendar. A child’s very own calendar, with stickers 
to mark birthdays and holidays, memory verses to learn, and 
special days to color. BBH-2360, $1.50
God’s Rainbow. Teachers and parents can use this book to 
teach colors. BBH -2368, $1 .50
Manners Matter. Jesse and Jason are twins. Can you tell 
who has good manners and who does not?

BBH -2369, $1.50
Christmas Fun. Tells many different, fun ways to celebrate 
Christmas. BBH -2370, $1.50

Story and Color Books
Every book is two treats in one! Thirty-two action-packed 

Bible stories are easy for children ages 3 to 10 to understand. 
With each story is a full-page outline illustration to color, that 
reinforces the Bible story.
Friends of God. Features men and women from both Old 
and New Testaments. BBH -2371, $2.95
God Can Do Anything (Bible Miracles). Features Old 
and New Testament miracles, such as manna, virgin birth, 
feeding of 5,000, and more. BBH -2372, $2.95
Good News. Stories from the Gospels and Acts.

BBH -2373, $2.95
Through the Bible with ABC’s. A Bible story built around 
words beginning with each letter of the alphabet.

BBH -2374, $2.95
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Bible Pocket Puzzles
Plastic puzzles with 15 sliding tiles. Inexpensive, educa­

tional, fun gifts. Solution printed on backs.
Smile, God Loves You 
Jesus and His Apostles 
Books of the Old Testament 
Books of the New Testament 
Buzzy Bee 
The Creation 
Jesus’ Birth 
John 3:16

BBGA-2481, 98* 
BBGA-2482, 98* 
BBGA-2483, 98* 
BBGA-2484, 98* 
BBGA-2475, 98t 
BBGA-2476, 98* 
BBGA-2477, 93* 
BBGA-2479, 98*

Lacing Cards
A challenging, fun activity for children ages 4 to 7. Each 

set has 6 full-color, chipboard cards with colored laces. In­
structions included.
God’s Animals BBH -2244, $4.95
Jesus Loves Me BBH -2245, $4.95

Bible Picture Pairs
Simple 2-piece picture puzzles for children 3 to 7. Great 

fun to match, they help acquaint children with Bible facts and 
ABC’s. Each set contains 18 interlocking puzzles.
ABC’s About Jesus B BG A-2318, $3 .50
Bible Animals BBGA-2319, $3.50
Bible Children B BG A-2320, $3 .50
Bible Stories B BG A-2321, $3 .50

Pocket Combs
These 6 "  combs are an excellent item for VBS, Sunday 

School, Bible bowl. Also make great gifts for any occasion. 
Handles are imprinted; assorted colors.
In the Footsteps of Jesus BBAW -7873, 29C
NEW! For God So Loved the World BBAW -7875, 29C

Happy Day Card Games
Children have fun and learn important Bible facts with 

these popular games. Instructions show more than one way 
to play each game.
NEW! Critter County9 (ages 4 and up) BBGA-2486, $1.49 
NEW! The Creation (ages 6 and up) BBGA-2487, $1.49 
NEW! Life of Jesus Numbers (ages 8 and up)

BBGA-2498, $1.49 
NEW! Smile, God Loves You (ages 8 and up)

BBGA-2499, $1.49
Baby Jesus (ages 6 and up) BBGA-2593, $1.49
Bible Numbers (ages 6 and up) BBGA-2594, $1.49
Jesus and His Apostles (ages 6 and up)

BBGA-2595, $1.49 
The Lollipop Dragon® and Friends (ages 5 and up)

BBGA-2596, $1.49

Gift Rulers
NEW! Birth of Jesus Ruler. Clear plastic ruler with 8 
colorful pictures from the birth of Jesus.

BBAW-7886, 69*
Life of Christ Ruler. Clear plastic ruler with 8 colorful 
pictures from the life of Christ. BBAW-7889, 69<
Books of the Bible Steel Ruler. Contains all the books, in 
the order they appear in the Bible. BBAW-7887, 69* 
Golden Rule Steel Ruler. Gold color ruler with the 
‘Golden Rule” imprinted in black. BBAW-7888, 69*

Price subject to  change w ithout notice. A d d  5% fo r handling and postage
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W ally B ecomes a  M an
GOODMAN
special attention to him. Wally was pulled into hom o­
sexual circles, circles that became a noose around his 
neck. He wanted to break loose from his enslavement 
but was rejected still by men and women who lived 
normal life-styles.

Wally went to a church to seek help. He found help 
to a degree, but the church people were suspicious o f 
him. Wally’s mannerisms betrayed him. The minister 
called Wally aside and warned him that they wouldn’t 
condone any homosexuals around the church.

Wally continued to call out for help, but nothing 
happened to change him. After an incident where he 
overdosed on pills, he was taken to a medical center 
and given shock treatment for depression. The center 
didn’t deal with the hated life-style that caused his 
depression.

Wally attended another church where they quickly 
gave him scriptural warnings against homsexual be­
havior and assured him that all homosexuals would 
burn in hell. Wally knew the homosexual life-style was 
a contradiction to God’s plan for him as a man. Re­
jected again, Wally sat in a park across the street from 
the church; he cried and prayed for help, and then 
slashed his arm with a sharp knife. He found himself 
in an emergency room staring at the ceiling, and hear­
ing another lecture against his life-style.

On another day at another place, Wally again met 
with a minister at a church and pleaded for help. He 
confessed that he had been involved in the homosexual 
life-style but wanted to be free and to be accepted as a 
normal, straight man. “Are you willing to accept 
Christ’s forgiveness?” asked the pastor. Wally wanted 
the Lord to forgive him and cleanse him. He was ready 
to surrender his total being to God and change his 
life-style. He would stop wearing clothing that called 
attention to himself. He would stay away from places 
where homosexuals congregated; he would change the 
tone o f his voice and his effeminate mannerisms.

A few days later Wally shared a scripture he had 
discovered, “ Know ye not that the unrighteous shall 
not inherit the kingdom o f God? Be not deceived: nei­
ther fornicators, nor idolaters, nor effeminate, nor 
abusers o f t hemselves with m ankind,. . .  and such were 
some o f you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, 
but ye are justified in the name o f the Lord Jesus, and 
by the Spirit o f our God” (1 Corinthians 6:9, 11). 
Through the grace o f God and by the power o f the Holy 
Spirit, Wally was delivered from his torment.

Each morning now, Wally stands before the mirror 
and says to the reflected person in a husky voice: “You 
are a man, a man o f God, and you are free and victo­
rious.” Jesus sets sinners free and makes them whole. 
Just ask the man Wally! □
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by WILLIAM

I A TTE M PTE D  SLTCIDE seven times in 10 years. 
No one knows what it is like being effeminate 

unless they have been there,” stated Wally. Wally had 
been rejected by his father because he was a “ sissy.” He 
wasn’t rough-and-tumble like the other boys in his 
neighborhood, so he was rejected by them. He had to 
find companionship by playing girls’ games.

As an adult, Wally found that he attracted the atten­
tion o f certain kinds o f men. Men would say that he 
was sweet, and that they loved him, and would pay

WILLIAM GOODMAN is an ordained elder in the Church of 
the Nazarene and a free-lance writer. He lives in Kansas City, 
Missouri.
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(C ontinued from  page 4)

allowed to become, my family has 
gotten involved with N.F.D. We be­
lieve God depends on Christians not 
to be silent in these areas.

Linn Bertog 
Wichita, Kansas

FAITHFUL LAYMEN COMMENDED
Tears flowed as mentally I looked 

back down memory’s lane followed 
for 40 years as an elder in the 
Church of the Nazarene and read 
the article by Dr. Raymond W. Hurn 
titled “The Church That Wouldn’t 
Die” in the August 15 issue. And 
those tears did not dry as I turned 
back a page and read about the one 
in Crown Point, Ind.

Two pastors really paid the price 
for those churches’ resurrections, 
and nothing should be said to de­
tract from sacrifices made or dis­
couragements overcome.

Yet the human key had to be 
some laymen who would not quit! It 
had to be some saints who prayed 
incessantly and intercessorily, who 
kept on paying the bills with their 
tithe and beyond; some laity who 
taught Sunday School classes, who

brought their own and neighbors’ 
children to services; who were not 
seeking honor or thanks, but whose 
commitment to God, the local 
church, and their families would not 
permit abandonment or despair.

Orchids to the preachers and their 
mates—they deserve every com­
mendation and compliment— but 
when the account books of God are 
balanced, I venture that the names 
of some of the laity from such lo­
cations will shine, too! May their
number increase! . t

J. M. Yarbrough
Valrico, Florida

THE DOVE CAME
Two years ago I visited my son in 

California in March, and he took me 
to see the “scouts” come to San 
Juan Capistrano. The scouts were 
white doves that flew into the mis­
sion two days early to make sure 
“the land was pleasant” for the swal­
lows to make their yearly visit there. 
The doves circle the mission several 
times, then light and search the area 
to make sure everything is alright. 
Then they leave and go back to 
wherever the swallows are to let 
them know that all is well for them to 
enter Capistrano and the mission.

First came the white doves, a few 
pigeons, then an array of swallows 
filled the sky and descended on the 
mission. It was beautiful to see such 
perfect timing.

In the Bible, Noah sent out a dove 
to see if all was well. When Jesus 
was baptized, “the heavens opened, 
and the Spirit like a dove" de­
scended upon Him.

At our General Assembly Com­
munion service in Anaheim stadium, 
a white dove descended from the 
sky, circled close to the ground a 
couple of times, then departed. It 
was touching. It seemed that God 
waited for us to assemble for some­
thing as sacred as Communion to let 
us know all is well. Let me tell you 
this was a beautiful sight to see.

When the speaker acknowledged 
this event in the evening service, 
and said the Comforter had come 
that day, I wanted to fall on my 
knees in humility. But isn’t that just 
like Jesus to bless us like that? I love 
Him for it.

As a new Christian (and a new 
Nazarene), this has been a good 
memory of the Assembly for me.

Jo Harvey 
Memphis, Tennessee

Through Death to Life
by E. DALE KEITH

ON MAY 4,1984, a beautiful spring day, Jack Mar­
tin was working in his garden when he decided 

to ride his bicycle. He wanted to practice for a ride 
across Iowa. He had gone just a short distance when he 
fell from the bike and was knocked unconscious. He 
was found and rushed to the hospital, where he would 
remain for a month. He suffered a brain concussion, 
broken ribs, double vision, and amnesia. For several 
days he couldn’t explain what had happened to him.

Jack’s son, “Butch,” went to see his dad every day. 
Butch was a Christian and after Jack was released 
from the hospital, Butch continued to pray much for 
his dad, mother, and unsaved brother. Butch, his wife, 
Norma, and their children came to visit Jack and check 
his progress. Butch spent some time talking with Jack 
about the Bible, the Savior, and heaven.

One summer night Butch went to prayer meeting at

E. DALE KEITH is pastor of Moravia, Iowa, Church of the 
Nazarene.

"DyAUJLMlAMi... 
Save Some"

his church in Des Moines. He was excited about the 
Sunday School class he was teaching and his own per­
sonal growth in Christ. As the men o f  the church gath­
ered around the altar to pray for revival and for loved 
ones to find Jesus Christ, one o f  Butch’s friends over­
heard him pray, “ Lord, whatever it takes, I want to see 
a mighty revival.”

Those were the last words that friend heard from 
Butch. A few hours later, Butch was riding his m otor­
cycle home and a car struck him from behind and 
killed him. Butch (William Edgar Martin, Sr.) went 
home to see his Lord on August 18, 1984.

Butch’s prayer was related to the church at its Sun­
day morning service. People found Jesus, and others 
made some commitments that perhaps would never 
have been made otherwise! One o f  the greatest things 
that happened was that Jack Martin came to know 
Jesus Christ as his personal Savior, and so did Butch’s 
mother.

About a month or so after Jack was born again, he 
went to his pastor and reported that God was greatly 
helping him and his wife spiritually, but God was also 
touching his eyes. Today Jack’s sight is good and he is 
serving Jesus in the Moravia, Iowa, Church o f  the Naz­
arene. We praise the Lord for Butch’s life and his com ­
mitment to Jesus Christ. □
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PEOPLE ($)0 
AND P L A C E S A 4 L

Dr. R ich a rd  S te ll-
w a y , N orth w est N aza­
rene C o lle g e , D e p a r t ­
m ent o f  Sociology, was 
selected as a 1985 Joseph 
J. M alone Postdoctoral 
Fellow to study this past 

summer at the American University in 
Cairo. The program ran from July 11— 
August 4. T he N ational C ouncil on 
U.S. Arab Relations held a two-day 
cross-cultural orientation program in 
New York C ity prior to the trip to 
Cairo. □

James Dennis Kiper
was granted the doctor o f  
p h i lo s o p h y  d e g re e  in 
com puter and in form a­
tion  science from  Ohio 
State University, June 14. 
Dr. Kiper has been a fac­

ulty member at M ount Vernon Naza­
rene College for the past seven years. 
He is a graduate o f  Olivet Nazarene 
College and com pleted  m asters’ d e ­
grees at O.S.U. in 1978, in mathematics 
and computer science. He has accepted 
a position in the Computer Science D e­
partment o f  Wake Forrest University, 
W inston-Salem , N.C. He is the son o f 
Rev. and Mrs. Dennis K iper o f  Wa- 
verly, Ohio. He and his wife, Beth, have 
two daughters, M organ and Carmen.

□
C harles L . M a rk er

I I  o f M oundsville, WVa., 
| * graduated from the M as­

sachusetts In stitu te  o f  
Technology, Cambridge, 
M ass ., June 3, w ith  a 
bachelor o f  science de­

gree in e le ctr ica l en gin eerin g . Mr. 
Marker has accepted a position as a 
computer scientist with the Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory, a di­
vision o f the University o f  California, 
Livermore, Calif.

M arker is a graduate o f  John M ar­
shall High School, Glendale, class o f  
1981. He is a member o f  the M ounds­
ville church, where his parents, Rev.

and Mrs. Charles L. Marker, are the 
pastors. □

May 14, a picture was sent all over 
the world in newspapers and on tele­
vision o f  a sheriff’s officer reviving a 
small kitten during a house fire in Park 
City, Kans. He is L arry Palmer, a 
member o f  the Park City church and 
church board secretary. Five kittens 
were revived and Palmer and a Park 
City police officer have received several 
awards and com m endations for this 
humane act. They have also received 
letters and cards from  all over the 
world. □

Jettie Oden Baker, who died June 
21, 1985, shortly before her 92nd birth­
day, was an ardent supporter o f  mis­

sions. She was a member o f  the Ard­
more, Okla., Church nearly 50 years. A 
gift o f  $920 was given in her memory 
for World M ission Radio. □

E v a n g e lis t  L e n n y  
W i s e h a r t  h a s  b e e n  
called as the “ Evangelist 
in Residence” by Denver 
First Church. In the new­
ly created  p os ition , he 
will preach every Sunday 

evening and will teach classes in per­
sonal soul w inning and evangelism. 
The call is for at least three years. Un­
der the agreement with the church, the 
Wiseharts will be available for meet­
ings for eight weeks annually.

Lenny’s wife, Joy, ministers with her 
husband on the road, and teaches their 
eight-year-old son, Brady. The W ise­
harts plan to move to Denver after 
Thanksgiving. Their first service will 
be Sunday, December 8.

During the next three years Rev. 
W isehart plans to complete his doc­
toral program.

Dr. Don Wellman is the senior pastor 
at Denver First Church. □

SPECIAL NOTICE
TO: Prospective Faculty

Faculty in Non-Nazarene Colleges

FROM: Mark R. Moore, Secretary of Education Services

One assignment of the secretary of Education Services is to act as 
a placement officer for prospective faculty, administrators, and staff 
at Nazarene colleges. Listed below are the current needs as stated 
by the academic deans of Nazarene liberal arts colleges for the fall 
of 1986 and fall of 1987.

If you have an interest in teaching in a Nazarene college, send a 
current vita to me at the address below. I will share it in confidence 
and in keeping with your request.

Accounting
Business
Computer Science
Education
English
Instrumental Music 
Manager, Computer Center

Math
Music
Nursing
Physics
Religion
Sociology
Speech Communication

All needs cannot be anticipated. Openings may occur in other areas 
and in staff administration.

Nazarene colleges are equal opportunity employers.

Write: Mark R. Moore
Secretary of Education 
Church of the Nazarene 
6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City, MO 64131
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Pictured (1. to r.) are those who have completed two years o f  service: (back row) 
Rodger Alexander, Dennis Apple, Darcy Dill, Bennett Dudney, Dale Fallon, Teri 
Griffin, Jacquie Hartman, and Shirley Thatcher; (front row) Faith Mapes, Teresa 
Holcomb, Donna Gunter, Brenda Rowlison, Barbara H offman, Gene Smith, Larry 
Leonard, and David Najarian. Not shown are Nina Beegle, Wilbur Brannon, 
Charles Gates, Nancy Lytle, Pamela May, Linda Pinney, Sylvette Rivera, Hatsue 
Robinson, Colleen Tew, and Patrician Warren.

HEADQUARTERS SERVICE 
AWARDS CHAPEL

June 3, a chapel service was held to 
honor employees who had completed 2, 
5, 10, and 15 years o f  continuous ser­
vice at headquarters as o f  December 
31, 1984.

Col. Curt Bowers, Chaplaincy M inis­
tries d irector at headquarters, pre­
sented a tim ely message on keeping 
your job  satisfying.

Following Col. Bowers’ message, the 
em ployees received pins designating 
their years o f  service. □

Those with five years o f  service are shown (1. to r., back row): Marsha Ballard, 
Steve Cooley, Joseph Huddleston, Evonne Smith, Paul Fitzgerald, Gary Sive- 
wright, and Ray Pritchard; (front row) Janet Sawyer, Lavonne Rieck, Ellis Cox, 
Lelia Davis, Kelly Teare, and M arilyn Turner. Not shown are William Couchenour, 
Russell Hansen, and M ark R. Moore.

Give a 
GIFT CERTIFICATE  

and let your pastor
is. . . .  SS teacher 

. . .  friends 
. . .  relatives 

select just what 
they want most

4 x 6V4” certificate includes presentation/mailing envelope

C o m p lete  Ofld mail tlfusjco upon TODA§||

D a te .
Amount $ _
To w h o m __
From w h o m .
Address of sendee .

CHECK or MONEY ORDER Enclosed $ _________
CHARGE (30-day) TO: □  Personal □  Church

ACCOUNT NUMBER______________

BILL T O _______________________________________

. (other) Account

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE •  Post O ffice  Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141

Paul Spear (1.), Headquarters Services 
director, congratulates Wilbur Bran­
non, Pastoral M inistries director, on his 
service at headquarters.

Those with 10 years o f  service (1. tor.) 
are Manuela Barros, Dennis Berard, 
Arlene Elkins, and Olga Wittman; not 
shown: James Hudson.

Those with 15 years o f  service (1. tor.) 
are  Jea n n ette  W ien eck e  and Paul 
Turner; not shown: Beverly Burgess.
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Be the

T h e  M E W  Y o u th  M in ­
is tr ie s  re s o u rc e  o f fe r ­
in g  a TO TAL y e a r  o f  
N a z a re n e  m in is t ry  to  
te e n s . As l i t t le  as 3 (K  
p e r w e e k  fo r  an  N Y I 
o f  10 m e m b e rs !
F o r TO T A L  in f o r m a ­
t io n ,  s e n d  fo r  a fre e  
s a m p le  p a c k e t  a n d  
le a rn  h o w  e x c it in g  
th is  TO TA L p r o ­
g ra m  ca n  b e  in  
y o u r  c h u rc h .

Leader!

PUBLISHING
HOUSE
H H  85

ACT 
NOW!
TO TAL b e g in s  w ith  
th e  D e c e m b e r /  
J a n u a ry /F e b ru a ry  
1 9 8 5 -8 6  q u a r te r .

NAZARENE

NAZARENE ARCHIVES 
RECEIVES NEW MANAGER

Dr. B. Edgar Johnson, general secre­
tary, has announced that Steve Cooley 
has accepted a scholarship to begin 
doctoral studies in the history o f  Chris­
tian religion at the University o f  Chi­
cago, and that Stan Ingersol is the new 
Nazarene Archives manager.

Mr. Ingersol holds de­
grees from Bethany Naz­
arene College, the U ni­
versity  o f  K ansas, and 
N a zaren e  T h e o lo g ic a l  
Sem inary. For the past 
two years he has worked 

with the Nazarene Archives while re­
searching a doctoral dissertation in 
Nazarene history at Duke University.

Mr. Cooley came to the 
p o s it io n  in the fa ll o f  
1979 as the first full-time 
archives manager at the 
request o f  Dr. B. Edgar 
Johnson. During his six 
years at headquarters, he 

organized the historical collections, ac­
cumulated since 1936, into an organ­
ized body o f usable materials.

He also worked to encourage the de­
velopment o f  Nazarene history across 
the den om in ation  through  in volve­

ment in the Diam ond Anniversary o f  
the church, encouragement o f  regional 
archives on Nazarene college cam ­
puses, assistance in historical research, 
and the design o f  historical exhibits. 
He authored the “ Nazarene R oots” ar­
ticles in the Herald of Holiness and also 
served as the principal coordinator o f  
the first Nazarene Archives and H is­
tory Conference in August 1984.

Cooley’s efforts have been recognized 
by professional organizations in the 
M id w est, w here he m ost re ce n tly  
served as cochairman o f  the Kansas 
City Area Archivists (KCAA). He has 
read papers at the University o f  K an­
sas Conference on H istory and the 
Midwest Archives Conference.

Mr. Ingersol became the new man­
ager o f  Nazarene Arch ives on  Sep­
tember 3, just one week before his wife, 
Cheryl, gave birth to their second child, 
Robert Wesley. Their daughter, Rachel 
Anne, is two.

Nazarene Archives is a service o f  the 
general secretary’s office at headquar­
ters. □

— NN

NAZARENES MEET KENYAN 
PRESIDENT

T h e m in istry  o f  the 
Church o f the Nazarene 
in Kenya was given a per­
sonal boost by the presi­
dent o f  the country. The 
m eeting with President 
D a n ie l A rap  M o i was 

scheduled by Leonard M poke, coordi­
nator for Developm ental M inistries, 
East Africa; and Harmon Schmelzen- 
bach, field director, East Africa, to de­
liver a donation  o f  75,000 shillings 
from the Nazarene Hunger and Disas­
ter Fund to the President’s National 
Famine R elief Fund. Earlier in Sep­

tember, as President M oi delivered a 
speech on “The Food Crisis,” he said 
that unlike 10 years ago, today Kenya 
could not contain a food crisis from in­
ternal sources alone. He added, “ Last 
year to avert starvation, we had to im ­
port 25 million bags o f  maize and sub­
stantial quantities o f  other food items.”

In his delivery speech, Mr. M poke 
stated, “The Church o f the Nazarene 
firmly believes that the commission o f 
Jesus Christ is d irected toward the 
whole man, spiritually and physically, 
and that our duty is to love our neigh­
bor as ourselves. Therefore, we desire 
to indicate our support in meeting the 
need by making a donation in favour o f 
the National Famine Relief Fund.”

In his acceptance o f  the donation, 
President M oi stated that it was in 
keeping with the Christian doctrine o f 
stewardship and being mindful to the 
needs o f our people that the fund was 
started. The President, himself a pro­
fessing Christian, expressed his grat­
itude to the church and indicated his 
desire to attend services once the Nai­
robi Church o f the Nazarene was built. 
The President personally welcom ed 
the church into Kenya.

The event was televised nation-wide 
and was given front-page coverage in 
all o f  the national newspapers.

Kenya is one o f  the newest areas o f 
Nazarene mission involvement and was 
one o f the five fields opened in the 75th 
Anniversary Year o f the Church o f the 
Nazarene.

Famine continues to ravage much o f 
the continent o f  Africa. Contributions 
can be made to the Nazarene Hunger 
and Disaster Fund. Checks should be 
designated for famine relief and should 
be payable to Norman O. Miller, gen­
eral treasurer. □

Book Briefs coupon
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NOTE Please add 5% for handling and postage
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PLNC Bible Curriculum Writing Workshop participants are shown: (front row, 1. 
tor.) Sheryl Good, Dorothy Madden, Cheryl Ramsey, Nancy Swift, and Joyce King; 
(back row, 1. to r.) M ark York, Children’s Ministries, director o f  the workshop; Dr. 
Beryl Dillman, college coordinator; and M ark Hendrickson.

OUR COLLEGES AND 
SEMINARIES @
PLNC HOSTS BIBLE 
CURRICULUM WRITERS

Point Lom a Nazarene College re­
cently launched the second year in the 
three-year Bible curriculum  writing 
project. Its goal is to produce teacher- 
developed Bible instructional materials 
for use in Nazarene preschools and day 
schools. The project is a cooperative ef-

THE M I N I S T R Y  OF H O S P I T A L I T Y

N A Z A R E N E  P U B LIS H IN G  H O U S E  •  Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141

Price subject to change without notice. USE SPECIAL OFFER ORDER COUPON ON PAGE 29.

Compiled and edited by 
Kay Wordsworth Wilder

With an introduction by 
Gloria Ramquist Willingham

G ood food, warm fellowship, and 
God's Spirit can provide an atmo­
sphere for ministry. This very signifi­
cant theme is delightfully emphasized 
through . . .

• Over 350 recipes from the Audrey 
Benner collection. Mrs. Benner, the 
wife o f General Superintendent Hugh 
C. Benner, was known for her out­
standing Midwestern cooking.

• An opening essay "Ministering 
Hospitality" by Gloria Willingham, 
homemaker-professional, in which 
she shares her spiritual gift o f  hosting.

• A  generous sprinkling o f how-I- 
did-it paragraphs from men and 
women w ho know the secret o f hos­
pitality ministry.

•The expertise o f  hom e economist 
and longtime Benner family friend, 
Kay Wilder.

Designed in tw o-color with taste- 
tempting sketches on each page. In­
dex. 7" x 10" format with striking 
full-color kivar cover. 
BA083-411-061X $10.'

Add  5 %  fo r handling and postage.

Order NOW fo r  Christmas!

Point Loma Nazarene College joined all 
Nazarene colleges in the country in do­
nating books to Nazarene world-area 
Bible colleges and seminaries. The do­
nations were made through the “Books 
for Enrichment” project to develop the 
library collections in the world-area 
schools. PLNC has given more than 50 
boxes o f  books and periodicals to the 
Seminario Nazareno M exicano and to 
Bible institutes in M exico City and En­
senada. Included in the donation is 102 
volumes o f  the Encyclopedia Universal 
Illustrada. Pictured (I. to r.) are How­
ard  C on rad , assistant p ro fessor  o f 
Spanish and religion at PLNC, and Jim 
Newburg, d irector o f  Learning Ser­
vices at PLNC, who participated in the 
project.

Dr. Earl J. M cGrath, who served as 
commissioner o f  education under Pres­
idents T rum an and E isenhow er, is 
standing with Dr. William J. Prince (1.), 
president o f  Mount Vernon Nazarene 
College, and Dr. Robert G. Lawrence 
(r.), vice-president for academic affairs 
at the college. McGrath was the fea­
tured speaker at MVNC’s Faculty Insti­
tute, August 28 -29 . He said that the 
church-related college can exert real 
leadership in reestablishing the teach­
ing and learning process with spiritual 
and moral considerations.
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fort between the writers, PLNC, the 
Southern California District, the Naza­
rene International Education A ssoci­
ation, and Children’s Ministries.

T he participants, w hich included 
teachers, administrators, and consul­
ta n t s  fr o m  N a z a r e n e  C h r is t ia n  
Schools, convened on the Point Loma 
campus July 1-12 for a Bible curricu­
lum writing workshop. Faculty m em ­
bers and other Nazarene professionals 
conducted presentations to  help the 
writers strengthen their skills in cur­
riculum construction.

Persons interested in more inform a­
tion about the workshop may contact 
Dr. Beryl Dillman, 3900 Lomaland Dr., 
San Diego, CA 92106. □

WORK AND WITNESS IN 
MEXICO

A Work and W itness team o f  17 from 
the Spokane, Wash., Pasadena Park 
Church recently spent two weeks in 
M exico City helping to build one class­
room unit for the Nazareno M exicano 
Sem inario in m em ory o f  Howard G. 
Smith. The team spent two weeks at 
the seminary site building the class­
room  unit along with helping to dig 
ditches and doing whatever else needed 
to be done. T he plans for the seminary 
p ro ject in clude  the ad m in istra tion  
building, two classroom  buildings, dor­
mitory space for 80 students, and a stu­
dent center cafeteria. These are now in 
construction with the library building 
and auditorium to follow

The team not only worked on the 
project, they shared their faith with the 
workers and worshiped in the nearby 
churches. A spirit o f  unity was sensed 
as they fellowshipped and worshiped 
with M exican Nazarenes.

In the Old Testament, Samuel calls 
his altar o f  praise “ Ebenezer.” Team 
member Neil S. M cK ay reports this 
project was like that altar o f  praise— a 
memorial o f  the past as well as a com ­
mitment to  the future. The memorial 
plaque attached to the outside o f  the 
classroom building reads, “ Howard G. 
Smith, a M an Dedicated to Serve.” It is 
a fitting testim ony to the seminary stu­
dents as they prepare to serve. □

Elf MEM0R1A DE

HOWARD 6. SMITH
m  KOMBRE E f l l E E A J Q  A 5ERVPB
22 -  Vll| -  38. 30 -  -IX - 77.

:‘ **sr ■ *. J ■ * . . *

MEXICO D.F. MARZ0 I985

T he sem in ary  c la ssroom  m em oria l 
plaque.

The Spokane, Wash., Pasadena Park Church Work and Witness Team

Members o f  the Scholars Curriculum Committee met August 5 -7  in Colorado 
Springs to discuss church planting as an area o f study in Nazarene institutions o f  
higher learning. They are (I. to r.) Barth Smith (standing), M id-Am erica Nazarene 
College; Steve Gunter, Bethany Nazarene College; Jerry Lambert, Nazarene Bible 
College; Neil Hightower, Canadian Nazarene College; Carl Clendenen, NBC; Ir­
ving Laird, Northwest Nazarene College; Phillip Gunter, church planter, Carson 
Valley, Nev.; John Lown, Point Loma Nazarene College; Ottis Sayes, Olivet Naza­
rene College; Edward Cox, Mount Vernon Nazarene College; Neil Wiseman, NBC; 
and Bill Sullivan, Division o f  Church Growth. (Tom Pound o f  Space Coast Pioneer 
Area, Central Florida District, not pictured.)

■JK —.«t
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LAYMEN'S 
TAPE 
CLUB

December 
Selections

Side One

Yesl I, too, w ant to  be a m em ber o f the  LAYMEN'S TAPE CLUB. Unless providentially hindered,
I com m it myself to  a  full year's subscription and understand tha t unless I ind ica te  a 
cance lla tion  in writing, my subscription will con tinue indefinite ly Cassette tapes are $3.98 
per month, but will be billed quarterly a t $11.94 plus 5% for handling and postage. All 
cassettes are guaranteed.

ACCOUNT NUMBER__________________________________

SEND TO:________________________________________________________________________

■Mail today —

Up
FOR

YOUR
Encouragement

Bible Reading: M atthew  2:1-12— John Corrigan 
Bible Study: 1 Timothy 6, Being a Generous Person 

— Jerry Hull 
"Birthday of a  King”
Sunday School Reflections— Gene Van Note  
Devotional Nuggets

Side Two
Know Your Bible: M atthew — Morris W eigelt 
“A Child Is Born" M edley 
Bethany Nazarene C ollege Chapel 

— James Blankenship
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Just in Time for 
Christmas Giving!

A Daily Devotional Guide

A New Devotional Guide  ̂ A R HARPER
By DR. A. F. HARPER

o
Inspirational, life-centered, day-by-day devotionals uniquely de­

signed to  take the reader through the Bible in a year.
The variety o f  m ethods Dr. Harper uses in presenting these brief 

studies, including the developm ent o f  a theme, analysis o f  the scrip­
ture, biographical material, self-evaluation devices, and questions that 
probe reader response, stimulates a high interest level. Each m edita­
tion concludes with a w ord o f  scripture, a hymn stanza, a meaningful 
quotation , o r  a prayer.

Special Feature— devotionals are identified as W eek 1, Sunday, 
Week 1, M onday and so on , making it possible to  begin at any time o f  
the year.

Consistent reading will result in know ing G o d  better and nur­
turing o n e ’s spirit in Christian faith. 5 3 2  pages. Kivar cover. 
BA083-411-0679 $11.95

Other DAILY DEVOTIONALS for 1986  
for personal enrichment and holiday giving

USE SPECIAL OFFER ORDER COUPON 

ON PAGE 29

Prices subject to change without notice.

BESIDE STILL WATERS
By Hughes W. Day. Devotional thoughts 
touching personal needs drawn from 
scores o f writers. 420 pages. Cloth- 
board.
BA083-410-5993 $9.95

EVERY DAY WITH JESUS
B y M e n d e ll Taylor. D aily rea d in g s  
around the events of Jesus’ earthly min­
istry. 256 pages. Kivar board.
BA083-410-2633 $6.95

HOLINESS AND HIGH 
COUNTRY
By A. F. Harper. Presents a year's study 
of the deeper life. Spiritually rewarding. 
384 pages. Kivar board.
BA083-410-2323 $6.95

EVERY DAY WITH THE 
PSALMS
By Mendell Taylor. Glimpses into the an­
cient psalm s and the ir relevance to 
modern man. 308 pages. Kivar board. 
BA083-410-2581 $6.95

EVERY DAY WITH PAUL
By Mendell Taylor. Devotional guide cen­
tered around the life and message of the 
apostle Paul. 336 pages. Kivar board. 
BA083-410-5292 $6.95

B o o k s  b y  PAUL M A R TIN  p o p u la r  
among teens . . .

GOOD MORNING, LORD
Sixty challenging chats about teenage 
questions with believable answers. 64 
pages. Clothboard.
BA080-105-8791 $4.95

GET UP AND GO
A worthy companion to Good Morning, 
Lord, helping teens get-the right start for 
the day. 96 pages. Kivar.
BA083-411 -0138 $1.95

AM 5% tor handling and postage

Available NOW  from your 

N A Z A R E N E  P U B L IS H IN G  H O U S E

P o s t O ff ic e  B o x  5 27  

K a n s a s  C ity, M is s o u r i 64141

REPORT ON AFTERMATH OF 
EARTHQUAKES IN MEXICO CITY

The situation in M exico City is more 
critical than had first been thought, ac­
cording to Dr. Steve Weber, Com pas­
sionate M inistries director, who re­
turned from  a th ree-an d-a -h a lf day 
visit to M exico City last month. He was 
there to assess the needs that continue 
to exist following the earthquakes of 
September that killed thousands and 
left hundreds homeless.

In a report to Dr. L. Guy Nees, World 
M ission Division director, Dr. Weber 
said that although there has been only 
one confirm ed Nazarene death, there 
were m any N azarenes w ith  fam ily  
members who had been killed or in­
jured. Mr. Enrique Rojas D., General 
Board member, lost four o f  his family 
members and two others were hospi­
talized.

W hile in M exico City, Dr. Weber au­
thorized $25,000 for immediate repairs 
to five local churches, all o f  which sus­
tained substantial damage. The par­
sonage o f  M exico City First Church 
was heavily damaged while the main 
support beam o f  the church’s sanctuary 
floor was cracked. In addition to these 
six churches and three parsonages that 
were damaged, there were between 30 
and 100 Nazarene families who were 
homeless. First Church had 11 such 
families whose homes were totally de­
stroyed. Reports from the other 15 af­
fected congregations in the city, as well 
as the other two districts outside M ex­
ico City, were being prepared.

Com passionate M inistries has o f­
fered $50,000 in loans to help these lay­
m en rebu ild  th e ir  h om es. As this 
money is repaid to the disaster com ­
mittee in M exico City, the proceeds 
will be used to build a clinic in the very 
poorest section o f  the city where there 
is as yet no Church o f  the Nazarene. 
There are in excess o f  3.5 million peo­
ple in this part o f  the city.

The denomination has provided the 
M exican Red Cross with one planeload 
o f  badly needed supplies, which were 
unavailable through normal channels. 
Also, Nazarene volunteers such as the 
Nazarene M edical-D ental Fellowship 
and M issions Unlimited o f  Jasper, Ala., 
have been very helpful in providing air­
planes, m edicines, assessm ent team 
mem bers and other assistance. The 
Church o f the Nazarene has also been 
working with other relief agencies such 
as W orld Relief, M edical Assistance 
Program and Mercy Corps.

Local Nazarene churches have sent 
money, people, and supplies that are 
being used for M exico City and Nic­
aragua. The major form o f  assistance 
that Nazarenes can offer in Mexico 
City continues to be financial. Con­
cerned individuals or churches may 
contribute to the Nazarene Hunger and
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Disaster Fund. Checks should be made 
payable to Dr. Norman 0 . Miller, gen­
eral treasurer.

“ The International Church o f  the 
Nazarene has wanted to help and is 
helping,” says Dr. Weber concerning 
the response to the tragedy.

Meanwhile, Dr. H. T. Reza, president 
o f  Seminario Nazareno M exicano, A.C., 
thanks the many Nazarenes around the 
world who have expressed a concern 
about the seminary and the Church o f 
the Nazarene in M exico in the after- 
math o f  the earthquakes o f  last month.

“We have personally received hun­
dreds o f  calls from all over the U.S., 
Cuba, Costa Rica, Honduras, and El 
Salvador since the disaster,” said Dr. 
Reza.

“ We are grateful to the people for 
their prayers and interest in the sem i­
nary, faculty, students, and other per­
sonnel.”

Dr. Reza says that close inspection o f 
the sem inary cam pus revealed that 
none o f  the buildings sustained signifi­
cant damage. □

— NN

Vice P resident G eorge Bush (rear), 
greeted Bud Tollie, chairm an o f  the 
Nazarene International Laymen’s Con­
ference, and part o f  his family (wife, 
Nancy, and son, Chip) in his Washing­
ton, D.C., o ffice . In the interest o f  com ­
passionate ministries, Bud transported 
m edical and food  supplies from  the 
M idwest to the capital for a special 
mercy flight to Sudan, which Mr. Bush 
accompanied. Bud, president o f  Tollie 
Freightways, Inc., visited the vice pres­
ident and was warm ly thanked for his 
part in making this mission possible.

IRS ANNOUNCES HIGHER 
MILEAGE RATE FOR BUSINESS 
AND CHARITABLE USE OF 
AUTOMOBILES

The IRS announced two changes in 
the standard mileage rate for figuring 
tax deductions for business and char­
itable use o f  automobiles. These new 
rates are to be used for the entire 1985 
tax year.

1. The allowable deduction for busi­
ness use was raised from 20.5C per mile 
to 21C per mile.

The 21C business rate is for the first 
15,000 miles o f  business travel per year

for cars not fully depreciated. The rate 
for mileage above 15,000 and for mile­
age on fully depreciated cars remains 
unchanged at 11C.

A taxpayer can deduct either the 
business standard mileage rate or ac­
tual expenses for business use o f  cars. 
In addition, the business-related por­
tion o f  parking, toll, and interest on car 
loans can be deducted.

Although all taxpayers who qualify 
for the business mileage deduction will 
be affected, the new rate will be o f  par­
ticular interest to ministers who are us­
in g  th e ir  p e rso n a l a u to m o b ile  in 
church business. Church boards who 
are reimbursing their em ployees for 
business mileage should use the in ­
creased rate o f  mileage reimbursement.

2. The allowable deduction for char­
itable use was raised from 9C per mile 
to 12C per mile.

The 12C rate is unlimited for the to ­
tal number o f  miles driven for char­
itable use. This makes it well worth the 
taxpayer’s time to keep track o f  mile­
age. The mileage rate o f  medical and 
m oving expense deductions remains 
the same at 9C per mile. □

— Pensions and Benefits Services USA

FOR—
THE BECOBP |
DISTRICT ASSEMBLY 
REPORTS
NORTH CAROLINA

The 58th annual assembly of the North Carolina 
District met in High Point, S.C. District Superinten­
dent Oval L. Stone, completing the first year o f an 
extended term, reported three new churches: Cary, 
Gastonia Eastside, and Elizabeth City.

Presiding General Superintendent John A. Knight 
ordained John R. Hughes.

Elected to the Advisory Board were elders James 
Staggs and Max S. Murphy and laymen Odie L. Page 
and Bill R. Tate.

Mrs. Mary Ponce was reelected NWMS president; 
Rev. Mike Jackson was elected NYI president; and 
Rev. Larry Smith was elected chairman of the Board 
of CL/SS.

KENTUCKY
The 77th annual assembly of the Kentucky District 

met in Elizabethtown, Ky. District Superintendent 
Aleck Ulmet, completing the third year o f an ex­
tended term, reported.

Presiding General Superintendent William M. 
Greathouse ordained Kevin Thomas and Kevin Ul­
met.

Elders Marvin Appleby, Jerry Cline, and Riley Lay- 
mon and laymen Robert Allen, Mark Greathouse, and

If you never 
planned for 
inflation. . .
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nay be ready for a creative alternative

'WATQTir GIFT ANNUITY
• It allows you to 
make a gift to your 
church.

• It provides you 
with additional 
income.

• It lets you use 
low production 
assets.

• It eliminates 
money manage­
ment worries.

You can find out 
what a Gift Annuity 
can do for you and 
your church by 
requesting our free 
booklet. Just use 
coupon.

1
Life Income Gifts Services In Canada:
Church o f the Nazarene Church o f the Nazarene 
6 40 1  The Paseo Executive Board 
Kansas City, MO 6 4 1 3 1  B ox 3 0 0 8 0 , Station B 
Attn: Robert D. Hempel Calgary, Alberta, Canada 

T 2M  4N7

j Rev. Hem pel: Please send me a free  copy o f  “Giving  
| T h rough  G ift A n n u it ie s ."  I  un de rs tand  
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Pictured at the Wisconsin district assembly (I. to r.) are Larry D. Hamilton, district 
secretary; District Superintendent J. Ted Holstein; ordinands and w ives Rev. and 
Mrs. Timothy Alan Bish, Rev. and Mrs. Gerald Holmes, and Rev. and Mrs. David 
Roscoe; and Dr. William M. Greathouse, general superintendent.
Richard Thompson were elected to the Advisory 
Board.

Mrs. Betty Laymon, NWMS president; Rev. Larry 
Morgan, NYI president; and Rev. Ray Gibson, chair­
man of the Board of CL/SS were each reelected to 
their offices.
WISCONSIN 

The 50th annual assembly of the Wisconsin Dis­

trict met at Stevens Point, Wis. D istrict Superinten­
dent J. Ted Holstein, completing the first year of 
an extended term, reported three new churches: 
Reedsburg Community, Sturgeon Bay, and Superior 
Twin Ports.

William M. Greathouse, general superintendent, 
ordained Timothy Alan Bish, David Lee Roscoe, and 
Gerald Duane Holmes.

Elected to  the Advisory Board were elders Charles 
Brooks and Laurel Matson and laymen Alton Goerlitz 
and John Woodruff.

Ruth Degner was reelected NWMS president; 
Robert Duranceau was elected NYI president; and 
David Penn was elected chairman of the Board of 
CL/SS.

SOUTHEAST OKLAHOMA
The 34th annual assembly o f the Southeast Okla­

homa District met in Durant, Okla. District Superin­
tendent Wendell 0 . Paris, completing the fourth year 
o f an extended term, was reelected for a two-year 
term, as he plans to retire in 1987.

General Sueprintendent Raymond W. Hurn or­
dained S. T. Taylor and Harlan Buettner.

Elected to the Advisory Board were elders Clifford 
R. Joines and James M. Stewart and laymen Lenard 
Stubbs and Bob Ketchum.

NWMS president Mrs. Wendell O. Paris, NYI pres­
ident Rev. Lowell Churchill, Jr, and chairman of the 
board of CL/SS were reelected to  their respective 
offices.

MOVING MINISTERS
RONALD L. BAKER from East Bank (Belle, W.Va.jto 

Ronceverte, W.Va.

1 9 8 6  Religious Art
• Favorite full-color reproductions M M  M

Calendars
reproductions

• Brief, devotional thoughts
•  Selected scripture verses
• Space for noting daily activities

Your choice of five editions. . .
1986 Words of Wisdom
Highlights verses of biblical wisdom in artistic lettering against 
delightful seasonal settings. Desk size: 8 " x 9'A” ; wall size: 8 " x 
I8V2".
BAU-356 $2.75; 12 or more, each $2.50

1986 His World
Thirteen large scenic pictures depict the majesty of God's creation. 
Desk size: 8" x 91/4"; wall size: 9'A" x 16".
BAU-346 $2.75; 12 or more, each $2.50

1986 Appointment
Religious artistry and the utility of a calendar provides a whole year 
of inspirational use for the desk. Same size as His World. 
BAU-336 $2.50; 12 or more, each $2.00

1986 Scripture Text
This "best-seller” offers the same features that have been popular 
for over 50 years. 91/4" x 16".
BAU-286 $2.25; 12 or more, each $1.95

1986 Scenic Scripture
Smaller, economy wall edition with all the grandeur of 12 beautiful 
country scenes. 8 " x 11%".
BAU-316 $1.75; 12 or more, each $1.50

Add 5% for handling and postage.

NOTE: All editions with spiral binding and punched holes for op­
tional hanging.

21 22 23 24

365 Days of Inspiration for Your Home «,  
Thoughtful Remembrances for ■« »

Neighbors, Friends, and Members 
of Adult Sunday School Classes

Order NOW— in Quantities— and SAVE!
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE •  Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141

USE SPEC IAL OFFER ORDER COUPON ON PAGE 29 Prices subject to change without notice.
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Your choice of 
3 bonus gifts

F r e e i
with each 
Christmas order 
over $10.00
Precious Moments Ornaments
Delightful little porcelain figurines sitting on a pil­
low of clouds. hand-painted in pastels. 3 "  tall with 
gold cord for hanging on a Christmas tree.
BAGI-5627 Boy Angel
BAG I-5628 Girl Angel Hath. $8.95

Each Year Is a Book
By A n dre  Pitts. Heartwarming anthology built 
around the months of the year include poetry, 
poignant and humorous thoughts, and nostalgic 
experiences. 10-4 pages. Paper.
B A 0 8 3 -4 10-7929 $2.95

NOTE: See specifications in coupon below for your FREE book and/or figurine.

LARRY E. BLUM to Lakeview, Oreg.
KEVIN COOK from associate, Jacksonville (Fla.) Uni­

versity Boulevard, to  Arlington (Va.) Calvary 
KIRBY CHOATE from Ballinger, Tex., to Brownwood 

(Tex.) Biuffview
C. MICHAEL COURTNEY from associate, Mount 

Vernon (Ohio) First, to  Springfield (Ohio) High 
Street

DONALD L. DIXON from Columbia (Tenn.) Grace to 
Bentonville, Ark.

DANA A. DUNMYER from Milton, Pa„ to  Hammond 
(Ind.) First

JOHN C. EVANS from Livermore Falls, Maine, to 
associate, Gardiner, Maine 

JOHN R. HANNEM from Grande Prairie (Alta., Can­
ada) to  W ainwright (Alta., Canada)

JAMES R. HICKS from East Liverpool, Ohio, to  Vine­
land, N.J.

PAUL B. HICKS from Mankato, Minn., to St. Paul First 
GREGORY S. HOSTUTLER from Shinnston, W.Va., 

to  Philippi, W.Va.
LARRY C. KEISER to Northfield, N.J,
MICHAEL W. LEGG from associate, Marion (Ohio) 

First, to Ashtabula (Ohio) First 
MAYNARD MAHLEN from Havre, Mont., to  Glasgow, 

Mont.
JON D. MARTIN from Sunnyside (Kinnear, Wyo.) to 

Kalispell, Mont.
DONALD R. PETERMAN from Upland, Calif., to  as­

sociate, Nampa (Idaho) College 
CALVIN C. PRIVETT from Chickamauga, Ga„ to 

Gadsden (Ala.) First 
TH O M AS E. RASH from  C ha tta no o g a  Valley 

(Flintstone, Ga.) to Valdosta (Ga.) First 
DENNIS C. SMITH from evangelism to Oro Valley 

(Tucson, Ariz.)
ROLAND A. STANFORD from  Cape E lizabeth, 

Maine, to Eliot, Maine 
MICHAEL L. STATON from Lewistown (Mont.) Bo­

nanza Hills to Laramie, Wyo.
CHARLES E. TAYLOR from Ft. Wayne (Ind.) Nease 

Memorial to Frank, W.Va.
G. JOY TAYLOR from associate, Ft. Wayne (Ind.)

Nease Memorial, to  associate, Frank, W.Va. 
VERNON D. VAUGHN to Havre, Mont.
RONALD A. WARFLE from Woodstown, N.J., to 

Milton, Pa.
DAVID F. WATTS from Pottstown, Pa., to Philadel­

phia, Pa.
MYRON G. WISE from Dublin (Ga.) First to  Princeton, 

Fla.
L. A. WISENBAKER to Lewistown (Mont.) Bonanza 

Hills
W. DAN WITTER from Kenton, Ohio, to education

MOVING MISSIONARIES
REV. JIM and DIANA DUFRIEND, Australia, Furlough 

address: 1624 Canyon Rd. No. 39, Spring Valley, 
CA 92077

REV. JAMES and CAROL KRATZ, SR., Brazil, Fur­
lough address: P.O. Box 66425, Portland, OR 
97266

REV DAVID and RHODA RESTRICK, South Africa, 
Field address: P.O. Box 15, Acornhoek, 1360, Re­
public o f South Africa 

REV. HENRY and GRACE STEVENSON, Spain, 
Field address: Apartado 4171, 41080 Seville, 
Spain

DR. VERNON and ROBERTA VORE, Papua New 
Guinea, Furlough address: 494 Alford, Newark, 
OH 43055

MR. CRAIG and GAIL ZICKEFOOSE,* Haiti, Field 
address: Mr. Craig Zickefoose— Nazarene, c/o 
M.F.I., P.O. Box 15665, West Palm Beach, FL 
33406

'Specialized Assignment Personnel

ANNOUNCEMENT
The 60th anniversary of Indian Lake Naz­

arene Camp is planned for July 4, 1987. 
Pictures and recordings are sought related 
to Indian Lake or Indian Lake camp meet­
ings. Send to  District Superintendent C. Neil 
Strait, 2754 Barfield Dr SE, Grand Rapids, 
Ml 49506.

ORDER FORM Clip and Mail TODAY!
For GIFT SUGGESTIONS in this a n d  o th e r issues o f th e  H era ld  o f  Holiness a n d  th e  cu rren t 
N azarene  Publishing House ca ta lo g s .

Please send items as indicated below: D a te ____________, 1985

Q u a n tity N um ber a n d /o r  Title Price Total

NOTE: Please list additional items on an attached sheet. To ta l ________

A d d  5% fo r  h a n d lin g  a n d  p o s ta g e .________

G RAND TOTAL________
  BA083-410-7929 EACH YEAR IS A BOOK

1 FREE book with $10.00-$ 19.99 order, 2 with $20.00-$29.99, 3 w ith $30.00-$39.99 
order, etc.

  BAGI-5627 Boy Angel    BAGI-5628 Girl Angel
1 FREE figurine with the $40.00-$74.99 order; 2 with $75,00-$ 104.99 order; 3 with 
$105,00-$ 130,00 order

NOTE: Offer limited to Christmas gift order. Expires D ecem ber 31 . 1985.

SHIP T O :______________________________________________________________________

S tre e t________________________________________________________________________

C i t y ____________________________S ta te /P ro v in c e ______________ Z ip ___________

CHECK o r MONEY ORDER E nc losed  $ ___________________

CHARGE (3 0 -d a y )  TO: □  P ersona l □  C h u rch  ____________ (o th e r )  A c c o u n t

AC CO UN T NUMBER_________________________________

BILL T O :_______________________________________________________________________

S tre e t________________________________________________________________________

C i t y ____________________________S ta te /P ro v in c e ______________ Z ip ___________

Do Your Christmas Shopping HERE—The Easy Way!
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE •  Post O ffice  Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Madera, Calif., Church is celebrating its 50th 

anniversary through a seven-week celebration, be­
ginning November 10, running through December 
22,1985. Former pastors, members, and friends are 
urged to attend or send greetings to the church at 
1021 Austin Ave., Madera, CA 93637, or phone (209) 
674-0911. Chris Carver is the pastor

RECOMMENDATIONS
I recommend REV. HOWARD RICKEY to the field 

of evangelism. Rev. Rickey has served effectively as 
pastor and evangelist, and is now giving full time to 
evangelism. He has a burden for souls and will be a 
help to any church. You may contact him at 1572 
Maumee Drive, Xenia, OH 45385.—  H arold B. 
Graves. Southwestern Ohio district superintendent.

REV. CARL N. HALL has served as pastor of the 
Valdosta Church of the Nazarene on the Georgia 
District for a year and a half and has done an excel­
lent job. It is his desire to reenter the field of evan­
gelism at this time. I highly recommend him to our 
churches and pastors for revivals. He may be con­
tacted at P.O. Box 7086, Clearwater, FL 33518, or 
phone (813) 725-4098.— Harold Latham, Georgia 
district superintendent.

Evangelists may be reached through Evangelism 
Ministries’ toll-free number, 800-821-2154.

VITAL STATISTICS
DEATHS

LILLIE MAY ADDIS, 90, Sept. 29, La Junta, Colo. 
Interment: Manzanola, Colo. Survivors: sister Mag­
gie Phillips; brothers Ed Beasley and Everett Beasley.

LYDIA ISABELLE BRAUN, July 19, Denton, Tex. 
Interment: Rogersville, Mo. Survivors: no immediate 
family.

DORA FAY DAVIS, June 7, Pasadena, Calif. Sur­
vivors: husband Alonzo D.; sons Robert L „ Edward
D., John H„ James K.; daughters Mary E. Little, Doris 
Anderson; 19 grandchildren; and 14 great-grandchil­
dren.

REV. WILLIAM LOFTON HARWELL, 64, May 21, 
North Little Rock, Ark. Survivors: wife Lou Etta; 
daughter Jo Ann Johnson; son Larry; two grand­
children. Ministry: Tennesse and South Arkansas.

GEORGE C. LAURIE, 71, of Florence, S.C., Oct. 2, 
Plattsburgh, N.Y. Interment: Mooers, N Y. Survivors: 
wife Bernice M. (Seamans); daughters Mrs. William 
(Carolyn) Nelson and Mrs. Douglas (Marjorie) Smith; 
three grandchildren; and a half-brother. Ministry: 
West Virginia; New York; Ottawa, Canada; and Army 
chaplaincy.

REV. HAROLD A. ROGERS, 80, Aug. 12, Fontana, 
Calif. Survivors: wife Marcella; daughter Lucy Quinn; 
two grandchildren; two brothers; and two sisters. 
Ministry: Idaho, Wyoming, Oregon, and California.

BIRTHS
to KEN AND DENISE (CRAMER) BEATY, Bethany, 

Okla., a girl. Lauren Shea, June 4
to REV. GREG AND CHERYL (SHRIMPF) BEATY, 

Natchez, Miss., a girl. Meghan Elizabeth, July 8

November 24 
“From Death to Life”

December 1 
“New Life for an Old Man”

by W. E. McCumber. speaker

SIEWS OF RELIGIO
PUBLIC OPINION DIVIDED ON PAROCHIAL SCHOOL AID. Public opinion 
is split on government aid to parochial schools, according to a recent 
Gallup Poll.

The poll, taken August 13-15, found 45 percent favoring and 47 
percent opposing an amendment to the U.S. Constitution that would per­
mit the government to provide financial aid to church-affiliated schools. 
This represents a slight increase since 1980 (40 percent favored, 49 per­
cent opposed), but a definite decline since 1974 (52 percent favored, 35 
percent opposed).

Another recent Gallup survey studied support for a “voucher" system, 
under which the government would provide a certain amount for each 
child’s education, regardless of whether the child attended a public, paro­
chial, or other private school. In surveys taken May 17-20, a voucher 
system was favored by 45 percent and opposed by 40 percent. Support 
for education vouchers was at 51 percent, with only 38 percent opposed, 
as recently as 1983.

Catholics and Protestants react differently to proposals of parochial 
school aid. A constitutional amendment was supported by 67 percent of 
Catholics, but only by 38 percent of Protestants. Just over half (51 per­
cent) of Catholics supported a voucher system, while 42 percent of Prot­
estants supported such a measure. □

CHRISTIAN LEADERS READY TO BOYCOTT TV SPONSORS, SAYS 
WILDMON. The number of Christian leaders who have agreed to promote 
a boycott of TV sponsors of sex, violence, profanity, and anti-Christian 
programming has grown to over 1,000, according to United Methodist 
minister Donald E. Wildmon.

Wildmon, who is coordinator for the “Statement of Concern" group, 
said the group includes the heads of 69 Christian denominations; more 
than 200 Christian broadcasters; nearly 150 Catholic, United Methodist, 
Greek Orthodox, Lutheran, and Episcopal bishops; 18 executive directors 
of state Southern Baptist Conventions; the presidents of nearly 40 Chris­
tian colleges; and the heads of nearly every large parachurch group in 
America.

Wildmon said that the group sent a statement of concern to networks 
and advertisers in June. He said that NBC responded to the concerns, but 
gave no indication of plans to change the moral content of their programs. 
CBS and ABC did not even respond to the letter. Wildmon said that by 
their lack of response, networks and advertisers have shown they don’t 
care about the concerns of the Christian community and don't feel the 
group has enough numbers or commitment to make a boycott successful.

The group will meet in early February to decide the next step. The 
meeting will be held during the convention of the National Religious Broad­
casters. Wildmon say he plans to recommend a boycott of one or more 
sponsors.

The statement endorsed by the group asks networks and advertisers 
to change the moral content of programming to reflect the “pluralistic and 
realistic nature of our society, including an accurate portrayal of the Judeo- 
Christian moral value system.” □

TEENS FAVOR PRAYER, SPLIT ON ABORTION. Today’s high schoolers 
favor school prayer, but are split on abortion, according to a Gannett News 
Service poll released recently. The survey of 793 public and private high 
school student leaders found that girls were more liberal than boys, and 
that Southern students'were more conservative than students in other 
parts of the country.

Students favored voluntary school prayer. Southern students had the 
most favorable response to school prayer, with 83 percent endorsing vol­
untary religious observance in the schools— 10 percent higher than other 
regions. Nationwide, 73 percent say that students who want to pray 
should be accommodated.

Students’ views on abortion were split, with 49 percent “pro-choice” 
and 44 percent opposed to abortion. □
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to  GARY AND MARILYN (SEXTON) CARLSON, 
Aurora, Colo., a boy, Bryant Jeffrey, Sept. 18 

to DEAN AND BECKY (NICHOLS) CHESNEY, 
Houston, Tex., a girl, Kimberly Dawn, Aug. 7 

to  CALVIN AND KARLA (LACER) CRAGER. 
Nicoma Park, Okla., a girl, Lora Louise, July 23 

to CRAIG AND JUDY (NEAL) CROMBAR, Kansas 
City, Mo., a boy, Brandon Lee, Oct. 6 

to REV. STAN R. AND JAN (PARK) ELLINGSON, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, a girl, Rachel Jan, October 1 

to REV. H. MARK AND PAULA (DAYHOFF) ELSE, 
Centerview, M o„ a girl, Rebecca Joy, Oct. 5 

to REV. DALE B. AND TRACY (HARVEY) GIB­
SON, Butte, Mont., a boy, Colt Austin, Oct. 8 

to JOHN AND MERRI-SUE HANNEM, Grande 
Prairie, Alta., Canada, a girl, Densie Joy, Sept. 21 

to  THOMAS J., JR., AND LUANNA M. (GEIGER) 
HRUSKA, Ft. Wayne, Ind., a boy, Philip Timon, Sept. 
29

to CLARENCE AND LINDA (BRUBAKER) PINK, 
Olathe, Kans., a girl, Lori Lee, Oct. 12 

to MARK E. AND MARYANNE (SPRAGUE) STAN- 
CIU, Phoenix, Ariz., a boy, Stephen Lewis, Sept. 14 

to RICHARD AND MARCINE (JOHNSON) SUTH­
ERLAND, Dayton, Ohio, a girl, Kendra Ann, July 10 

to DAVID AND EMILIE (BASSETT) TAGGART, Cul- 
lom, III., a girl, Jori Elizabeth, Oct. 3 

to LARRY AND KATHY (SORENSEN) WARD, Bra­
zil, Ind., a girl, Jessica Elaine, Sept. 29 

to KENNETH AND RAMONA WILLIAMS, South 
Africa, a boy, Steven Wayne, August 31

ANNIVERSARIES
REV. AND MRS. HAROLD DAVIS celebrated their 

50th anniversary September 15 with a reception at 
the church they pastor in Choctaw, Okla. The Dav­
ises were married in Lubbock, Tex., and have pas- 
tored in Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas, as well as

working at Nazarene Headquarters in Kansas City. 
The reception was given by their church and three 
daughters, Laynette Griffin, Haroldene Parks, and 
Rhonda Hendrix.

REV. AND MRS. SPURGEON HENDRIX cele­
brated their 50th anniversary June 15 with a recep­
tion at Casa Robles where they reside. The Hen­
drixes were married in Bethany, Okla., and have 
served the church as missionaries in Cuba, Argen­
tina, Chile, and Uruguay. The reception was given by 
their children, Ray Hendrix, Norma Brunson, and 
Leon Hendrix.

DIRECTORIES
BOARD OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS—
Office: 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131. 
Jerald D. Johnson, Chairman; Charles H. Strickland, 
Vice-Chairman; William M. Greathouse, Secretary; 
Eugene L. Stowe, John A. Knight; Raymond W. Hurn.

C o n d u c te d  
by W . E. 
M cC u m b e r, 
Ed ito r

We welcome questions on biblical and doctrinal matters. The 
editor is not able to send replies to questions not selected for 
publication. Address: ANSWER CORNER, H era ld  o f Holiness, 
6401 The Paseo, Kansas'City, MO 64131.

I’ve been exploring 1 Chronicles 16:22, “Touch 
not mine anointed . . There seems to be a 
common contention that this attitude applies to 
this generation and its leadership.
When King Saul was anointed he was God’s 
man of the hour, but when disobedience came 
in he was no longer chosen.
Israel’s everlasting covenant was commanded 
to a thousand generations.
To whom is this scripture written? Is it also ex­
tended to Gentiles? Even our day? How? In 
what way can reproval be made without offend­
ing the Holy Spirit?

The “ anointed” in this passage are regarded by 
most scholars as the patriarchs— Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, and Joseph, also called prophets because 
divine revelations were com m unicated to and 
through them (see Genesis 20:7; 12:17; 35:5;
26:11).
No one, not even a king, could oppose or attack 
them with impunity, for G od had raised them up 
for His own unfailing purposes.
Some scholars interpret “ mine anointed” to in ­
clude their descendants, the people o f  Israel.
By extension, the warning could have meaning 
for our day. Those whom G od has chosen, and 
filled with His Spirit, to bear His covenant p ro­
visions and promises to His beneficiaries cannot 
be opposed or persecuted without incurring G od’s 
displeasure and judgment (cf. Luke 21:12-19; Rev­
elation 11).
This does not mean that those who sin or err 
cannot be reproved. Apostles reproved one an­
other (Galatians 2:11-22). But it does mean that, 
given the fidelity o f  G od ’s servants to their mis­
sion, to oppose them is to oppose Him (Luke 
10:16).
In Israel, kings, priests, and prophets were 
anointed with oil as induction into office.

In our church, pastors are elected by the congre­
gation. A negative ballot, therefore, is not equiv­
alent to “ touching” the anointed or “harming” 
the prophet. However, to oppose their work for 
selfish or wicked reasons would fall within the 
meaning o f the ancient warning. □

Is there any chance you might print where the 
front cover photo was taken? There have been 
so many times I thought I’d recognized a place 
but I have no way of knowing.
I love the Herald and think you and your staff 
do an excellent job.
Thanks for your consideration.

M ost o f  our cover photos are purchased from 
commercial photographers through their market­
ing agents, and do not come with identifying cap­
tions. W hen we know the locations we will iden­
tify them, but we rarely know them. Sorry! □

If all babies are born with a “sin nature,” and if 
God allows no sin in heaven, how will those 
who die in their infancy or childhood make it 
into heaven?
Our pastor said God, in His infinite mercy, 
makes the needed correction when a child dies.
I feel there must be a better explanation.

Your pastor’s explanation is true, but a fuller an­
swer may help.
Adults are justified freely and sanctified wholly 
through faith in Christ, and His atoning blood 
makes our forgiveness and cleansing possible.
In the case o f  infants and young children, the 
provisions o f  the atonement are applied by the 
Holy Spirit apart from this response o f faith (R o ­
mans 5:6-21). As our article o f  faith on “Atone­
ment” declares, “The atonement is graciously e f­
ficacious for the salvation o f  the irresponsible 
and for the children in innocency, but is e ffi­
cacious for the salvation o f those who reach the 
age o f  responsibility only when they repent and 
believe.”
In every case, salvation is attributable to the 
grace o f  God, through the atoning death o f 
Christ, and by the power o f  the Holy Spirit— 
which is “ infinite mercy” indeed. □
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NEWS SF u , 
EVANGELISM
OKLAHOMA CHURCH 
REVITALIZED

Revival started at the Meeker, Okla., 
Horton Chapel Church long before the 
cam paign began. In preparation , a 
weekend emphasis sensitized their peo­
ple to evangelism. A new evangelist, 
Nathan C ov in gton , m in istered  the 
Word with boldness and authority in a 
spirit o f  love during the week. The 25 
seekers included 9 new converts. Two 
members were added to the church.

Many received new inspiration and 
the people accepted a challenge to live 
the life o f  Christ in the community. 
Pastor K. Ray M cDowell and his peo­
ple share an interest in personal evan­
gelism. □

CHURCH LEARNS TO LOVE
The Charlotte, Mich., church has

learned the biblical art o f  loving and 
caring. Pastor Gary D. Reiss shares 
how his people are meeting the needs 
o f the community and local guests by

loving them into the Kingdom. Regard­
less o f  their social status, spiritual p il­
grimage, or past life-style, they con ­
tin u e  to  ca re  a n d  sh ow  g e n u in e  
concern.

Their recent revival with Evangelist 
Jimmy Dell made the people aware o f 
the power and authority they have in 
their witness. T he Sunday m orning 
service was honored by a special visit 
from the Lord while seekers lined the 
altar, committing their lives to God.

One lady who had carried a heavy 
burden for her daughter and two grand­
daughters rejoiced as they found the 
Lord during the revival meeting.

The pastor attributes the great at­
tendance and the spiritual renewal o f 
the people to the m onths o f prayer 
preparation and to the way the evan­
gelist met the people’s needs by show­
ing them how to keep on loving. □

THE 
CHURCH  ̂SCENE |\

An inspiring youth camp, with Rev. 
Jim Kent as speaker, sparked a special
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outpouring o f  G od ’s Spirit on the Car­
thage, S .D ak., church. Pastor and 
Mrs. Roy L. Gueswel, a junior teacher,

Members o f  the Durant, Okla., First 
Church helped Lucy Carroll celebrate 
her 103rd birthday Sunday, September 
15. She was born in Moulton, Ala., and 
settled in Denison, Tex. She was mar­
ried to W. A. Carroll. They had five 
children. Their two daughters, Edith 
Campbell and Mabel Burns, live in Cal- 
era, Okla., next door to Mrs. Carroll. 
The sons are Louis Carroll o f Dallas; 
M orris Carroll o f  Colbert, Okla.; and 
Charlie Carroll o f  Durant, Okla. Pic­
tured with Mrs. Carroll and her cake 
are Charlie (r.) and Morris (1.). Mrs. 
Carroll is the oldest member o f Durant 
First Church, which has more than a 
dozen members in their 90s.



Meditations 
for the 

Advent Season

a teen teacher, and seven teens a t­
tended. In the regular Sunday morning 
worship, the teens had charge o f  the 
service. They sang and testified how 
God had forgiven their sins.

One 15-year-old young man said he 
had professed to be a Christian before 
he went to camp. But after three ser­
vices he went forward to truly seek for­
giveness for his sins. He testified that 
G od gave him the assurance his sins

were forgiven as they were singing and 
praising God on the way home.

A fter all the teens witnessed and 
sang, th ey  k n elt at the a ltar and 
prayed. An altar call was given and the 
altar was filled, along with the first two 
rows o f  pews. Some o f  those present 
had never been to a Nazarene service 
before. One man said that he had not 
seen a service like that in the church in 
nearly 40 years. □

Toronto Rosewood Church recently had an “ International Friendship Sunday.” 
The congregation reflects the multicultural community and has people from  many 
d ifferent parts o f  the w orld. Pictured (1. to r.) are Vincent Fraites, St. Kitts; an aunt 
and cousin with Pastor Nick Stavropoulos, Macedonia; and Lloyd Prithipaul, 
Guyana.

Denton, Tex., First Church dedicated its new facilities August 4 with Dr. Jerald D. 
Johnson, general superintendent, bringing the dedication message. Assisting in 
the dedication service w ere Dr. Gene Fuller, district superintendent, and Rev. 
Burnie Burnside, pastor. The 52 -year-old  congregation has relocated in a 10,000 
sq. ft. com plex located on 2.1 acres. The building committee o f  the church assumed 
the general contracting responsibilities. Much o f the interior w ork was completed 
through volunteer labor. The total cost o f  the project was over $425,000.

Columbus, Ohio, First Church sponsored an Ethiopian camp meeting, held at the 
district center on the Central Ohio District. Ethiopian Christians from  across the 
country and Europe met August 11-18 for their third annual camp. Most o f  these 
Ethiopians have come to this country as refugees. Some came as students and 
several have graduated from  Nazarene colleges. Dr. Bahram Fessehazion and his 
w ife, Cootje, members o f  Columbus First Church, started and organized this camp 
meeting. Both o f them graduated from  MVNC. Dr. J. Wilmer Lambert, district 
superintendent o f  Central Ohio, and Robert C. Simmons, pastor o f  Columbus First 
Church, have welcom ed the believers in the last two camp meetings. During the 
last camp, six people were baptized. These believers are reaching other Ethiopians 
with the claims o f Jesus Christ.
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MOVING N A ZA R E N E S SERVICE is one of the few pro­
grams to be listed in the M anual. That shows how impor­
tant it is. At the 1985 General Assembly some changes were 
made in the M anual policy referring to Moving Nazarenes 
Service.

Now all persons moving outside of their present local 
church area are to be reported to Moving Nazarenes Service.

Also, anyone can report, layperson or pastor.

It’s easy—just call 1-800-821-8154 to report Moving Naza­
renes. Help keep Nazarenes in the church.
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1 1 5 .1 9 . To notify Moving Nazarenes Service and/or the pastor of the 
nearest church when a member or friend of a local church or any of its depart­
ments moves to another locality where vital association with the previous lo­
cal church is impractical, giving the member’s or friend’s name and new ad­
dress. The pastor shall keep the congregation aware of Moving Nazarenes 
Service, encouraging them to assist with reporting all such persons who move, 
including armed services personnel.
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certificate o f com m endation  [813.2], or a letter o f  re­
lease [110— 10.1, 111.4, 813.3].

115.22. T h e pastor shall be, ex officio , president o f 
the local church, chairm an o f  the church board, head 
o f  the church schools and any w eekday N azarene 
school organization, the N azarene Youth Internation­
al, the N azarene W orld M ission  Society, and all other 
subsidiary organizations in connection  with the local 
church. [134, 162, 170, 171.2, 172.1]

116. T h e pastor shall have the right to  a voice in 
the nom ination o f  all heads o f  all departm ents o f  the 
local church, and any Nazarene w eekday school or­
ganization. [157.4-57.10]

117. T h e pastor shall not contract bills, create 
financial obligations, count m onies, or disburse funds 
for the local church unless authorized and directed 
by m ajority vote o f  the church board or by  m ajority

120. For the exercise o f  this office the pastor shall 
be am enable to the D istrict A ssem bly, to which he 
shall report annually and give brief testim ony to his 
personal Christian experience. [203.1, 403.6]

121. T h e pastor shall autom atica lly becom e a 
m em ber o f  the church o f  which he is pastor; or, in case 
o f  more than one church on  his charge, o f  the church 
o f  his choice. 1404.6]

I . C a llin g  o f  a P a stor  
122. An elder or licensed m inister [114] may be 

called to  the pastorate o f  a church by tw o-thirds 
favorable vote by  ballot o f  the church m em bers o f 
voting age present and voting at a duly called annual 
or special m eeting o f  the church, provided that such 
elder or licensed  m inister shall have been nom inated 
to  the church by the church board, w hich , after h av­
ing advised with the district superintendent, m ade
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JONES APPOINTED TO 
PRESIDENCY OF SEARS

Mr. Richard M. Jones, 
G eneral B oard m em ber 
from  the C en tra l USA 
R e g io n , h as b e e n  a p ­
p o in te d  p re s id e n t and 
ch ief operating officer o f  
Sears, the nation’s larg­

est retailer. He succeeds Edward A. 
Brennan who was selected as chairman 
o f  the com pany October 1. Mr. Jones, 
who presently serves as vice chairman 
and ch ie f operating officer o f  Sears, 
will retain his position as ch ie f finan­
cial officer o f  the multibillion dollar 
corporation.

A member o f  Chicago First Church 
o f  the Nazarene, Mr. Jones was elected 
at the 21st General Assem bly to the 
General Board where he is a member o f 
the Finance Department. □

— NN

LANMAN ELECTED TO 
GENERAL BOARD

Rev. W alter Lanm an, 
su p e r in te n d e n t o f  the 
N orthwest D istrict, has 
been elected to the G en­
e r a l  B o a r d  f r o m  t h e  
Northwest USA Region, 
filling  the vacancy cre ­

ated by the resignation o f  Dr. M elvin 
M cCullough. His assignment will be on 
the Church Growth Department.

— NN

NAZARENE COLLEGES REPORT 
FALL ENROLLMENT

T h e num ber o f  students enrolled  
this fall in the 12 educational institu­
tions related to the General Board o f ­
fice o f  Education Services is 10,958. 
This is down 113 from fall 1984 when 
there were 11,071 students enrolled. 
This decrease is attributed mainly to 
the flat econom y that exists in many 
areas.

Trevecca Nazarene College had the 
largest gain o f  students with an in ­
crease o f  131, followed by Northwest 
Nazarene College with a gain o f  94. 
B ethany Nazarene C ollege had the 
greatest decline in enrollm ent (112), 
due principally  to a decrease in re­
turning and transfer students and a 
25% decline in graduate students. D e­
spite these figures, the number o f  new 
students at BNC this fall was 434, just 
four less than in fall 1984. Also, BNC

graduated its largest class in history 
this past spring.

T he H ead C o u n t (H C ) and Full 
Tim e Equivalent (FTE ) hours for fall 
1985 are listed in the following chart 
and are compared against enrollment 
for fall 1984. Figures in parentheses de­
note a decline. (Note: these figures are 
provided by the Education Services of-
f ic e ) .

School 1985 Enrollment
Increase

Decrease
BNC HC 1,175 HC (112)

FTE 970 FTE (97)
BINC HC 48 HC 2

FTE 43.1 FTE 1.8
CNC HC 116 HC 3

FTE 79.13 FTE .13
ENC HC 903 HC (48)

FTE 816 FTE (46)
MANC HC 1,040 HC (75)

FTE 948 FTE (100)
MVNC HC 1,056 HC (9)

FTE 969 FTE (11)
NBC HC 436 HC 0

FTE 268.6 FTE 5.3
NNC HC 1,101 HC 94

FTE 1,072 FTE 91
NTS HC 422 HC (14)

FTE 347 FTE (5)
ONC HC 1,673 HC (98)

FTE 1,538 FTE (104)
PLNC HC 1,930 HC 13

FTE 1,681 FTE (4)
TNC HC 1,058 HC 131

FTE 914 FTE 47
— NN

guarantees, and im plications o f  the 
Nazarene TSA  plan should be directed 
to the office o f  Pensions and Benefits 
Services USA. □

— NN

MISINFORMATION ON 
NAZARENE TAX-SHELTERED 
ANNUITY

Dr. Dean Wessels, director o f  Pen­
sions and Benefits Services USA, has 
reported that misinformation has re­
cently surfaced about the Nazarene 
Tax-Sheltered Annuity. Apparently the 
m isin form ation  has been  given  by 
som e insurance/m utual fund agents 
seeking to sell their own investment 
products. According to Nazarene T SA  
participants, they have been told, “ If 
you and your wife both die before re­
tirement, none o f  your T SA  money will 
be paid to your children or your estate. 
It will simply be lost.”

The Pensions office reports that this 
statement could not be further from 
the truth. “ The Nazarene T S A  abso­
lutely guarantees that in the event o f  
death prior to retirement, the full cash 
value o f the account will be paid to the 
beneficiaries nam ed on the p a rtic i­
pant’s application,” said Dr. Wessels. 
“ If the participant wishes to elect a 
fixed distribution annuity at retire­
m ent (w hich is not required), then 
there are numerous choices regarding 
the guarantee o f  paym ents beyon d  
death. T he choice is in the partici­
pants’ hands.”

Questions and concerns about terms,

CHURCH PROVIDES 
PROGRAMMING FOR ARMED 
FORCES RADIO

For years the Church o f the Naza­
rene has provided seasonal programs o f 
“ Showers o f  Blessing” for the Armed 
Forces Radio Network broadcast “ Ban­
ners o f  Faith.” Recently the head o f  the 
chaplaincy program for the Pentagon 
requested four 30-minute programs o f 
a nonseasonal nature from the denom i­
nation that could be aired during the 
year on “ Banners o f  Faith.” The pro­
grams, produced by Nazarene M edia 
Services, feature Dr. Earl Lee as speak­
er and Phil Reed (a CBS announcer in 
Los Angeles who attends Pasadena, 
Calif., First Church) as the program 
announcer.

“These programs will be aired on a 
worldwide basis,” says Ray Hendrix o f 
Media Services. “ The market is not 
only Am erican m ilitary and civilian 
personnel, but nationals in many coun­
tries who listen to this channel for 
news and to learn the English lan­
guage. This gives us an opportunity to 
carry the message o f  salvation to areas 
where otherwise there would be no gos­
pel presence.”

Military officials have expressed an 
interest in obtaining more programs 
from the Church o f  the Nazarene and 
also in airing the “ W elcom e to  the 
Church o f  the N azarene”  spots on 
Armed Forces television. □

— NN

STRICKLANDS EXPRESS 
APPRECIATION

Dr. and Mrs. Charles H. Strickland 
express their deep appreciation to the 
many Nazarenes around the world for 
their expressions o f  concern  during 
M rs. S trick lan d ’s recent h osp ita li­
zation due to heart problems. “ We have 
been inundated with telegrams, cards, 
letters, flowers, and calls, and we are 
just overwhelmed by the love o f  our 
Nazarene family,” said Dr. Strickland. 
“ We appreciate everything that has 
been done for us so very much.”

Mrs. Strickland was able to leave the 
house O ctober 15 for the first time 
since returning home from the hospital 
on September 29. “ Her doctor says she 
has a ‘ways to go,’ but all signs look 
good for a complete recovery,” adds Dr. 
Strickland. □

— NN
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BECAUSE YOU GIVE... 
THE SUM NEVER SETS 
ON NAZARENE 
MISSIONS
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HAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW

Watch your prayers and your money 
take the gospel around the world.
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