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24 September 2025

Africa, Asia-Pacific, Eurasia, Mesoamerica, 
South America, USA-Canada Regions

“Additional Areas”
Work in “Additional Areas” began in 1994 and continues to the present. These 
“Additional Areas” are located on several of the regions where the Church of the 
Nazarene has works. These areas tend to be resistant to the gospel, which means that 
the open proclamation of the gospel can be restricted, requiring creative approaches for 
ministry, and missions. They may also be areas where the Church of the Nazarene is 
officially registered with the government, but whose political, social, or religious 
environment may not always be conducive to Christian outreach and church 
development. Often, we connect specific languages with specific countries on which we 
are focused. However, in this instance, the language that matters most is the language 
of grace and love, sharing hope in Christ. Those who serve in these areas need to know 
that they are loved and prayed for. Regardless of the political, economic, social, or 
religious circumstance, the Church of the Nazarene is present to demonstrate the 
unconditional love of God to persons of all ages, living in every kind of human 
conditions.

http://nazarene.org/nmi
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PRAYER

 PRAISE

16,606 members 134 fully organized 
churches; 122 not yet 

organized church

26 District Licensed and 
17 Ordained Ministers

• Pray that those who serve in “Additional Areas” may meet
persons of the culture who can be trustworthy ‘persons of
peace’—bridgebuilders to becoming partners in the faith.

• Pray that God would provide opportunities in the
‘unexpected’ to share something of the hope of freedom in
Jesus with others.

• Pray for the clearing the obstacles, both human and
systemic, to obtain the proper visas, giving legitimacy in the
country.

• Praise God for leaders already in the country who know Him,
and have found meaningful ways to serve Him, regardless of
the limits placed upon them, even by other believers.

• Praise God for those who want to join in the journey and
experience the wonder of God’s call and faithfulness in
difficult places of service.

• Praise God for young people who may be overlooked as
workers in such a mission, who are saying ‘Yes’ to God
anyway!
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Sarah* is the first Nazarene cross-cultural worker from a predominantly Muslim 
country in the South Pacific. Her home country doesn’t really know how to support 
her in the mission God has called her to. Being first means creating new types of 
relationships. She met her husband, who had been a missionary for nine years, and 
was supported by his home district half a world away. As a couple, they hoped that 
her church would pray for them, but her church did not know how to do that. “Some 
don’t recognize a person from a non-Christian country, female, and young as a 
potential cross-cultural worker for Christ.” She continued, “I can’t remember the last 
time that my church or district sent some message that they were praying for us. 
People just don’t think to say it. But, in a new country of service, it feels so lonely, 
without knowing someone is praying for you.” 

A couple months after moving into their new assignment, they got word from their 
new Links District in the United States, who reached out to them. More than one 
person, and more than one church wrote. It was the first time they had been linked 
with a district that initiated communication with them, asking how they were doing, 
and assuring this young couple of their prayers. Sarah and her husband communicate 
regularly to provide what updates they can but confess that many things they would 
like to share are simply not advisable, given the context in which they serve. Some 
churches have taken offerings to send to support their work, which have been a 
blessing, but the most significant gift is that of ‘connection and prayer support.’ This 
shows more than anything else that they are loved and cared for.



Their Links District invited them to come and speak at their District Assembly, and 
they were able to visit more than 10 churches and share the work they are doing in a 
challenging context.

“This was a huge blessing,” they said. During their speaking tour, they were able to 
invite Nazarene friends to come and visit in their country of service, which is open to 
visitors, but hesitant to receive cross-cultural church workers. Many of the churches 
they spoke in were comprised of minority cultures. In one church, a lady shared that 
she had been recently burdened for Muslims, praying for them often, but did not 
know anyone working with or among them, until she met this couple. She was filled 
with such joy that God had His hand on a young couple, whom she met face to face, 
to do just that—to work among Muslims.

One church indicated that they had been praying for them even though they did not 
know them. They had never seen their faces, but still, they loved them! “This 
changes everything,” Sarah said. “The joy of belonging replaces the sense of isolation 
and loneliness in a strange place.”

In answer to the question: “What do you find most challenging about being ‘in 
service’ in an ‘Additional Area’?”…the reply:

“We must guard everything we do, and the restrictions under which we seek to build 
relationships are like walls. Results are slow…spiritual support in a ‘dark country’ is 
virtually impossible, and yet we feel the support of distant family members within 
the Church of the Nazarene on the other side of the world.”
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NMI Central is available in a curated PDF archive. 
To read previous editions, click here.

Could You Serve?
Is God calling you to make yourself available to join Him in His 

mission to “Additional Areas”? For more information, click here.

When asked, “What has been your greatest experience of God’s provision in your 
time of service in an ‘Additional Area’?”…they reply:

“Unplanned by us, a group of seminary students came through to experience life in 
an unknown context…and while they were treated as ‘outsiders’, because that’s 
how foreigners are seen: with suspicion, this group became a connective bridge of 
fellowship with Sarah and her husband while they were there, which has provided 
ongoing relationships that give opportunities to share prayer needs and celebrate 
answers from God.” 

Asked, “What would you like the praying church to know about what it’s like to 
serve in an ‘Additional Area’?”…they reply:

“Every day, one must expect the unexpected. It is not a ‘normal environment,’ or 
one understood in common ways by most people. Things are unstructured, and 
therefore, often uncomfortable. It’s difficult to put into words. It can play tricks on 
the mind, wondering if what one sees in the life of another ‘believer’ is authentic or 
not. But we have learned to trust the God Who is at work in every life by His grace, 
and not to judge anyone, but to let God reveal Himself in their lives as He chooses, 
and grow our lives in this place, as He chooses.”

*Name changed for security reasons.

https://www.facebook.com/NazareneMissionsInternational
https://www.instagram.com/nmiglobal/
http://nazarene.org/nmi
http://nazarene.org/
https://nubo.nazarene.org/index.php/s/RF8nSPD3GLq67aB
https://opportunities.nazarene.org/
https://nubo.nazarene.org/index.php/s/RF8nSPD3GLq67aB
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